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The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move an
——
amendment—

That the following he added to siand as
Subelause 2: —

(2) Where any salary or wages consists of
fees paid to directors of companies or to
mewmbers of hoards, trusts or commissions or
commissions paid to an agent awd the tax-
payer satisfies the Commissioner that expense
has been incuwrred in carning sueh salary or
wages or that for any other reason the pay-
ment of tax in respect of such salary or wages
under and in accordunee with seetion uine
would be inequitible, the Commissioner may
by writing under his hand divect that such
salary or wages of swch faxpaver shall be
ussessed as income for the purpose of this Act
and the tax under this Act shull be payable
by the taxpaver under and in the manuner pro-
vided in this Act for tax in respect of ibncome,

The opinion was expressed last night that
possibly an injustice might he done to
agents, although it was not the intention
that that should oceur, and to get over the
difficulty the subglunse [ have just movel
has been framed. The Committee will real-
ise that there are included directors and
other persons ag being liable to come within
the dctinition.  The mmendmnent will put the
pusition bevond all doubt.

Hon. G, FRASER: This seems fo me n
terrible somersault on the part of the Gov-
ernment. We find now that a director may
be permitted to deduct certain expenses in-
curred in earning salary or wages and at
the same time we refuse a similar right to
# man on a maximun of £3.  After all,
expentiture 15 Ineorred by, the sustenance
man in earning his sustenance payment.

Amendment put and passed: the clanse
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 11 to 16-—agreed to.

Postponed Clause 2, Interpretation:

TTon. J. NICHOLSOX : T move an amend-
ment—

That the words ‘‘and commission paid to
agents’’ in the interpretation of “‘salary and
wages’’ he struck out.

My objeet is to bring this definition mare
into line with the definition in the Hospi-
tal Fund Act.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The amend.
ment is not necessary. Any diflienlty that
ntight he likely to occur will be provided for
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by the new subelavse which bas just been
added to Clause 10.

Awmeindment put and pegatived.
Clause put and passed.

Bill reported with amendments.

House adjourned al 7335 pm.
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The SPEAXKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read pravers.

QUESTION—DOUGLAS CREDIT
PROPOSALS,

My, GRIFFITHS asked the Premier: In
view of the public fierest in the Douglas
social eredit plan, will opportunity be given
to diseuss the motion tabled by the member
for Claremont?

The PREMIER replied: VYes.

QUESTION—FARMERS’
DISABILITIES-

Mr. GRITFITHS asked the Premier: 1,
What decision was arrived at by the =uir-
conmiittes of the Premiers’ Conference rye-
garding—(a) giving farmers seeurity of
tenare for five vears: (b) adjustment ot
liabilities during that period: {c) amend-
ment of the Bankruptev Aet? 2, Tz State
legizlution to he introduced to give effect
to fa) and {b)?
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The PREMIER vreplied:1, No deeision
was arrived at. As to (e}, the Federal
Attorney Generul iz wivine the maiter con-
sideration. 2, No. The positicn as befween
debtor and ereditor is now more satisfactory,
and s being carefully watched.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Hon. A, McCallum, leave
of ahsence for one month granted to Mr.
Raphael {Vietoria Park) on the ground of
ill-health.

BILL—MINING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 13th October,

HON, 8. W. MUNSIE (Hunnans) [$34]:
I commend the Minister for Mines and the
Government for having introduced the Bill,
and T reiterate the statement of the Minister
that sueh a measure is long overdue. Sinee
the Bill was introduced, various comments
have heen made in the Press. Carrespon-
dence from interested sections has heen pub-
lished and letters have heen sent to members
of this House, almost to a man. The letters
potnt oui that if this Bill becomes law, the
two big mines on the Eastern Goldfields
responsible for most of the tributing parties
will diseontinue tributing altogether. Even
hefore T heard any suggestion that the Min-
ister intended to intreduce the Bill, six
months’ notice to terminate tributes had been
ziven hy the Lake View and Star mine to
the great majoritv of their tribute parties.
Every mine-gwner has that right. T wish
to emphasise that neither this Bill nor the
Act could compel a mine-owner to let a tri-
bute. Tt is purely optional with a mine-
owner whether e lets a tribute or not. All
that this measure provides, and all that the
Act provides, is that when a mine-owner
decides to let tributes, he shall let them on
rertain conditions. The conditions prevail-
ing to-day are certainly not equitable, and
this Bill endeavours to make them equitable
as between the tributer and the mine-owner.
Tn the “West Australian” of the 5th Nowv-
cmber there appeared a paragraph headed
“CGreat Boulder Mine, Tribute System, Sus-
pension Rumoured.” Tt pointed out that on
the 30th June last there were 260 tribute
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parties on the Greaf Boulder mine. while
out of the 1,200 men emploved on the Lake
View and Star, 140 were included in tribute
parties. The paragraph mentioned the
rumour that the Great Boulder intended to
give notice to tributers. T also heard that
some time ago. Tn the “Daily News” of the
7th November, the following letter te the
editor appeared:—

As promised by me in my letter of reply to
“¢Sharcholder,’’ which appeared iu vour issue
of October 20, on my vigit {o Kalgoorlie, T
made the inquirics he desired, and the man-
agement of tho mine informed me that six
months notice of cessation of tributing would
he given almost immediately and tributes will
only be resumed where necessary and of de-
cided advantage to the company. The cause
of this is the general increase of the reserves
of the mine, and the fact of the Act now bhe-
fore vour legislature, making it more diffienlt
for mine owners. There is little doubt that
at onc period of the mine's history, tributing
was net only advisable but necessarv. I may
add the mine is opening up to the satisfaction
of the management.—Yours etc, Chas. G.
Godfrey, Director, Kalgoorlic.

There is a mandate issued by one of the
dirvectors of the (Great Boulder mine that
notices were to be given to the fributers to
terminate their agreements. I think T can
speak with some authovity on hehalf of the
majority of the tributers when T say thev
are quite prepared to take that risk. [
have attended many meetings of the tribnt-
ing section, and the mmen maintain that the
present svstem of tributing is no good to
them and that unless they ean get hetter
conditions, they do nof care if the :ines
elose down on tribute. They go further and
sav that, in their opinion, the mines will not
terminate trihuting, and personally I cencnr
in that opinion. Some 12 or 18 months ngo
it would not have heen possibiz for the
Great Boulder mine to continue u.ales: the
tributing parties had been at work.  The
statement in the “West Awstralian™ indi-
eated that—

The value of the tributers to a mine, how-
ever, is revealed in the last September returns
of the Great Boulder mine, when the company
treated 6,968 tons of ore for 2,222 fine ounces
of gold, and the tributers 2,940 tons of ore
for 3,007 fine ounces of gold. The reason for
the reported suspension of tributing on the
Great Boulder mine is not definitely known,
more espeeially as at the last general meeting
(of shareholders in London) it was decided to
continue the system. The value of tributers
has generally been recognised in the fact that
they will exploit good ore which could not
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be profitably mined by the company in an
ordinary way. Iu royalties alone, the tributers
have paid £27,293 to the Great Boulder Com-
pany.

Those figures are astounding., Later 1
shall quote sowe figures that ave a little
more astounding. Before dealing with
the principles contained in the Bill, 1
wish to give members and the public gener-
ally a resume of the tributing position as
it has existed in the pasi, For many years
there were two companies on the ISastern
Goldfields chiefly responsible for the tribut-

ing system. At that time there was no
regulation of tributes. XNo mention was

made of them in the Mining Aet, apart
from one section which provided that if a
lessee claimed to hold his lease by letting
tribute, he had to see that the tributer
earned at least £3 per week bhefore he
charged any royalty. 1f he was claiming to
be fulfilling the labour covenants hy letting
the lease on tribute, he could not take
royalty from the tributer until the man had
carned £3 a week, There were no other
stipulations or conditions under which the
tributer had to work. Not once, but on many
oceasions, tribufe parties have worked as
Ieng as nine months and have not averaged
more than £1 per week. Then someone
would strike a rich chute in the workings.
They would get one crushing out, or proh-
ably two. The first would he a small one,
hzeause the tributers would be anxious to
get some eash. I1f the second parcel sent
to the treaiment plant proved to be valu-
able, the company’s representative would
come along next day and give the trihuters
231 hours’ notice to ¢uit, with the intimation
that the company intended to work that por-
tion of the mine. Thus, after working for
nine months to find the payable ove, the
tributers wounld he forced out of the mine,
and the company would commence to work it.
That bas happened repeatediy on the East-
. ern Goldfields. 1In 1918, the Perseverance
mine was practically closed down, and went
into liquidation. For about three months
prior to that time, they were {reating ove
of an average value of 21s. per ton. The
company decided to eease operations and
appointed a liquidator, Fortunately, the
company gave the liguidator a free hand
to dispose of the mine as a going concern,
to break up the plant, and sell it in parveels.
or fo do whatever he thought best. [nstead
of acting in that way, the liquidator de-
cided to let tributes wherever he could get
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tributers into the mine. Tmmediately there
waz a rush for tributes on the Perseverance.
i =hall not quote this instanee with the par
ticular objeet of showing the values of the
ore produced by the tributers later on. [
Lielieve that in some, but not in every in-
stance, the position was not fair and abhove
heard. I was a member of the Royal Com-
misgion, that inquired into the question,
and I also sat as an adjudicator with the
warden in connection with the tribute agree-
ment submitted by the Perseverance Com-
pany later on. Thus T know the fnll details of
what happened. At the outset I do not think
the company had a fair deal. T will quote
one instance only to lend point to my re-
marks. After going hack through the books
of the company for  some considerable
period. we found that there was one stope
in which a fair quantity of ore had
been broken out and treated hy the
company, but there was also a quan-
titv  of ore left there that was
alrendy broken. The eompanyv’s assays for
the ove in thaf stope vavied from six to 9V
dwts, Strange to sav, that stope was let on
tribute immediately the mine was availahle
for that purpese. Withont brenking a ten
of ore, the tributers merely ran the broken
ore down, after picking out the mullock, anid
the first erushing went 3 ozs. Members can
form their own conclusion as to what hap-
pened in that instance. We eannot blame
the tributers for the position. The eom-
pauy. having decidel fo let tributes, action
was taken aecordingly. anl operations there
were carried out exclusively ou tribute from
1919 to 1923 inelusive. The company dil
nof employ a xingle wages mman exeept the
brace man. Thev broke no ore for them
solves, They uced their own plant and
treated the tributers’ ove. During  tha
perind the tributers put through the mill
163,231 tons of ore that represented a value
of €685,4G3, whieh worked oai at 85s. 3d.
per tou.  As a result of the work of the
tributers during that period the companv
wns able ta declare dividends *hat accounted
for £140,000. Tt will be seen that tributing
had the effect of resurreeting the Persever.
ance Mine. Another nmianager was ap-
vointed, and he decided to work the mine
partly by tribute and partly by the eompany
themselves.  As o ve<ult, he eommenced de-
velopmontal work. e started off with the
benefit of information resulting from much
of the work that had Yeen dona by the tribu.



[10 Novewmper, 1932.]

ters, e was successful in pieking up in
lower levels the values that the tributers had
found in other parls of the mine. The re-
sult was that tribating was stopped, ana
there is na tributer on the mine to-day. The
Minister eulogized the manager on aceount
of the erection of new plant. 1 wish to add
a word of praise fo that particular manager,
for he has done wonderful wark., Later, he
negotiated for the creetion of more plant,
and he made the statement to me that if the
Government wonld rgree to assist in the
erection of new plant, he belizved the com-
pany could reduce the cost of treabtment hy
at least 5s. a ton, and that it was the com-
pany’s intention fo make it a customer’-
plant. That ix to say, the mine would be
prepared to take ore from anvone, or any
other  company, and  treat it af the
Perzeverance plant. Tn eonsennenee of that.
T, as Minister for Mines, acreed to lend the
company £10,000, and T believe the prese-t
Giovernment earvied ount that mndertaking.
At the time the quaatity of eold T have re-
Terred to was produced on the Perseveranea,
there was no legislation governing tributes
in thiz State. In some instaneces the Per-
severance, although able to pay away the
cnormons sum of £140,000 in dividend= as a
result of the tributers’ work, naid the tribu-
ters in some eases on o 75 per cent. extrae-
tion only. Tf anv company’s mill were op-
erafed s0 as to show a loss of 25 per eent. in
camparicon with the nssav value of the ore
treated. the manager would he dismissed the
next dav. Even then, the freatment had
eiven an extraction of from 90 to 91 poerv
cent.. hint many of the tributers during the
periofl T refer to revcived pavment on a 75
per cent. extraetion. Teading up to the
necessity for the Bill. T want in point ont
that during the vears 1939, 1920 and 1921
there were happenings in Australia of which
we are aware. We know what took place
during the war period. The Conmmonwealth
Government commandeered all the gold pro-
duced in Anstralia a* the staminrd value of
wold. Either in the last two months of 1918
or in Jannarv. 1919, the Government lifted
the embargo, and did not further comman-
deer gold. The result was thai the Govern-
ment gave the mining companics the right to
zell their zold in the open warket. In 1920,
the price of gold was over £6 per ounce, but
for the three years 1919, 1920 and 1521, the

average at which gold was sold was approxi- -

matelv L1 per onnce in excess of the stand-
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ard value of £4 4s. 11d.  The tribute parties
thonght they would receive the benefit of the
excess price of gold, hecause they believed
they had a rizht to a proportion of it. The
companies refused to pay. The tributers
took legal action and the case was heard be-
fore the magistrate who gave his decision
against the tributers, 'Thev appealed to the
Sapreme Court, but again the deeision went
against  the tributers, herause the court
held there was nothing in the Mining Act
to show that they had any ¢laim to pay-
ment Eor the increased value of gold. As
[ have alveady poisted out, the value of
the ore produced hy the irihuters dur-
ine  the 5-vear perina was  £695,463.
In these eircumstanres, it will readily be
nnderstoad that much of the gold that was
produced had resulted fromn the efforts of
the tributers. Recognising that though
there might not have been any legal right,
there was a moral rmght possessed by the
tributers, the companies met the men, and
arrived at an arrangement under which
they recognised that the tributers were en-
titled to a portion of the premium on gold.
They took royalty from the total value of
the premiun, and agreed to divide the hal-
ance on a fifty-fifty basis with the iribu-
ters. During that peried, the tributers re-
ceived about 30 per eent. on aceount of
the increased value of gold. The first
amendment to the Act was.passed in 1921
and under that legislation any eompany
treating tributers’ ore was ecompelled to
pay on a 90 per cent. extraction. In the
past thexy must have made huge profits,
secing that thev paid on a 77 per eent.
extraction and got their royalty as well.
In 1922 a furiher amendment to the Aect
was agreed to and it was practically along
the lines of the verdict given in the Sup-
reme Court against the tributers. T'nder
that recond amendment the owner of the
treatment plant was compelled to necount
to the tributer for not less than 50 per
eent. of the premium on the price of gold.
The industry carried along satisfactorily.
At the latter end of 1921 gold reverted to
its normal price and there was no further
dizpute on the goldfields regarding tribute
arrangements until the exchange rate oper-
ated against Australia, The exchange rate
first 102e 5 per cent. jumped to 30 per cent.,
and then declined to 25 per cent, at
which figure it stand~ to-day. When the
tributers asked the emmpanies to grant
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themt some share of the 23 per cent. ex-
change rate, the eompanies ngain refused.
They said, “No, we will not pay. We con-
sider that this is not a premium on gold
but represents depreciation of the Aus.
tralian currency, and therefore it is not a
premium on gold,”’ So the companies re-
fused to pay, although the Mining Act
provides that the owner of o treatment
plant shall aceount to the tributer for not
lTess than 30 per cent. of the premium en
the price of gold. The tribulers again took
action and won the dav in the Supreme
Conrt. The companies then obtained the
right of appeal, not to the Full Court of
Australia, hut direct to the Privy Council,
That was 15 months age. Within the last
three weeks the Privy Counctl met and
heard the ease and reserved its decision.
Therefore, it will he scen that immediately
there is an incrense in the price of gold,
trouble commences. Trouble arose with
the tributers hefore when the premium
on zold averaged £1 an ounce for three
vears: and trouble occurred again in Aus-
tralia immediately the exchange rate
worked against Australia and there was z
further increase of 25 per cent. in the
price of gold. The present trouble on the
fields was brought about purely by the
attitude of the companies with regard fo
any increase in the price of gold. The
eampanies then adopted this attitude: im-
mediately England went off the gold stan-
dard, whiceli enhanced the price of gold,
they said, ‘“Yes, the tributer is entitled
to 50 per cent. of the inercased price,”’
and they paid it; but they still  held
back the 23 per cent. increase due to the
exchange, Let me illustrate what led ap
to that, The Act provides that the owner
of the plant shall aceount to the tributer
for 50 per cent. of the preminm. In this
instance, there was a tribute party work-
ing on a mine which refuses to treat the
tributers’ ore. That mine nev: r has treated
ore for tributers, hut it reserves to itsc'f
in the tribute agreement the right to sav
where the tril:ater shall send his ore to be
treated. Two mines were mentioned and
the tributers nominated the Boulder Ter-
severance. That is the plant which trente:]
this ore. The tributers mined the orve on
the Associated Mine, which has nothing at
ail to do with the Perseverance. They zent
the ore ut the remuest of the management
of the A=sociated Mine to fthe Dersever-
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ance, where it was treated. The company
also charged their usnal tees for (reating
the ore and deducted from the prics they
received for the gold 50 per cent. of the
enhaneed value of the gold, handing bae':
to the tributers their 30 per cent. of e’
enhanced value. That 50 per cent. amount i
m  thiz instance to L2175, The
tributers naturally toock .the cheque amd paid
it into their account ut the bank. The
manager of the Associated mine then wanted
to know what they had done with the eheque
and demanded that they should band it to
him, as he wanted to deduet royalty from
their halt sharve of the enhanced value. Tle
atopped their tribute. The tributers then got
into cotmmunication with their legal adviser,
who told them to puy the money wnder pro-
test anc then sue for it. That is what hap-
pencd.  They submitted a statement, allowed
the manager to work out the royalty to which
he contended he was entitled, and which
amcunted to approximately £100, and then
paid him a ¢heque for £100. They paid that
amount under protest and sued to rvecover it.
Howover, owing to some ¢lause in the ugree-
ment, the case went against them. Tmmedi-
ately that became known, every other eom-
pauy on the Golden Mile letting tributes de-
ducteed royulty from the enhanced value of
gold. Had those tributers heen working
uniler tributes for the Lake View and Star
or the Boulder Perseverance, those companies
esuld not have got one penny; but now they
turn round and say, “\We are going to deduct
rovalty from the premium hefore we pay it
to yow’” "hey have done that ever sinee
This Bill, if passed, will prevent the com-
panies £rom deing anything of the kind. 1n
my opinion, that will be a step in the right
direction. I now want to give a supposititious
case. I lave a statement here, but will not
quate from it as it contains the names of the
companies and of the trisuters and other in-
formation. I will take the case of a tributer
working under existing circumstanees on the
Golden Mile, without any premium or ex-
change rate heing added to the price of the
gold,  The tribute party produces 100 tons
of ore of an assay value of 4 ozs. per ton.
Naturally, one would think that if a party
got 100 tons worth 4 ozs, per ton assay value,
they woulld get a fairly good wad oat of it.
This is what happens: The present arrange-
ment is that the eompany purchase that 100
tons at £4 an ounce, 40 per cent. extraetion.
One hundred tons yielding 4 ounces of gold

per ton should preduee £1.600, bng the
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tributer gets only 90 per cent., so £160 must
be dedueted, leaving the value of the ore then
at £1,440. Under existing eonditions in Kal-
goorlie to-day, at most of the mines, the
crushing charges for 3 ounces or over is £4
per ton, zo the company gets £400 for treat-
ing 100 tons of ore. As the Minister has
explained, and as I desire to emphasise, it
is not as if the ore were being treated at a
State hattery or at a private owner’s battery.,
because all this ore is lunped with the com-
pany’s ore. There is no alteration in the
method of their treatment at all, and most
of the mines on the Golden Mile to-day are
mining and treating trom 27s, per ton down.

The Minister for Minvs: Mining and treat-
ing?

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Yes. In addition,
the company charge fhe tributer a rovalty
of 40 per eent., which amounts to £4106. Most
extraordinary of all, the company charge the
tributers 10s. per ton for hauling the ore up
a shaft; that amounts to £50. Then the
company charge 8s. a lon to supply the air
to break the ore. That amounts to £40. The
total charges for rowalty, aiv and haulage
amount to £306, leaving the tributer £534
out of £1,440. Then we have a gentleman, a
dircetor, saying that they will continuze to let
tributes when they are more advantugeous to
the company. 1 do not know what more they
want, unless they want the lot. T eannot for
the life of me see that they can get much
more.  In addition to all thase paynents, the
tributer has to pay all the vosts of nining,
trucking the ore to the shaft, and light. 1f
he employs a worker, then he has to pay
Ds. Gd. per week insuranee under the Work-
ers’ Compensation Act and the Mine Work-
ers’ Helief Fund. 1 did not «deduet those
charges from the total amount. I have quoted
what the eompany actually get. The com-
pany also get the odd ds. 11led. per oz I
did oot take that into consideration. 1 do
not think that anvone would contend that
thore comditions ave equitable, nor do I
think anyome will =ay there is no neces-
sity for an amendment of an  Act that
permits that kind of thing to be done.
Particularly  do 1 want to emphasise
azain, as T did at the outset, that ihere is
nothing in inis Bill or in the Aet to compel
any leszee to let a tribute, unless he so
desires. 1 would point out that other eom-
panies charge on a sliding scale.  Those
charges vary from 135s. If the tributer pro-
duces ore rvoptaining from 12 to 15 dwts,
the eompanies will crush it for 15s. a ton,
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the rate inereasing dd. for each dwt. per
ton until it reaches 5Us, per ton, which is
the maximum at some of the treatment
plants, as against €4 per ton in the other
instance. Again, the air and bauvlage
charges at some of the mines are a fiat raf:
of 33, At some of the mines the charge
for air und haulage is based on the extrac-
tion value of the ore. That works out in
this way: For 15 dwts. up to 72 dwts, per
ton, Gs. 3d. per oz, 90 per cent extraetion
That means that if on such a mine the fri-
huter found a grade of ore the value of
which was 3 ozs. 12 dwts. per ton, he would
have to pay €1 per ton for the air to break
it and £1 per ton for bhaulage. I would
also peoint out that under existing condi-
tints these tribiite agreements have to he
registeved hy the warden, hut, as the Min-
ister bas pointed out, under the present Act,
ii a party of men go to the wmanagrement
of a2 mine and enter into an agreement and
sign it, the warden accepts that document
and registers it withont question. whereas
utider this amending Act he would certainly
tave to consider whether the conditions set
cul in the agreement were equitable or not.
That is the difference, 1 want to quote in
snother way those Hirnres rerarding the value
of the or>. The ore is purchazed on the
basizs of ¢4 per fine oz, and the valne of
the gold s £4 4s. 11%d.  Taking that fizure,
this is what wouid happen: The total value
is £1,528. The ftributer’s cut wonhl he
£534, and the mine wonld get £994, purely
For vovalties, services and treating the orve.
The present price of gold, including ex-
change, represents 70 per cent., or even
#¢ high as 2 per cent. Taking the same
class of ore now, its valne at the first onset
is £1,600 at the rate of £4 per oz, There
is a 45 per cent. preminm on thai, or £720,
on which the company charges 40 per cent.
royalty. So they get £288 of it for a start,
Then there is the 25 per ecent. rxchange,
which is now under litigatien. That is
worth £400 on the same parcei. If the tri-
huter gets the hentfit of the decision hy the
Privy Counril, he will he entitled ta 20,
Take £28S from £720, and von have vemain-
ing £432 which the mine owner divides with
the tributer, instead of the £720: so they
oot £216 each. 1f the tribute:r wins his ease
he will get £200, makine a total of #416,
The tributer will wet £53%4 on the old value.
1f he wins before the rivy Couneil! he will
wet €416 more, or €930, and the company
will get £1,77u. Ts thai eqnitable? 1 say
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the time is overdue for the introduction of
a Bill such as this. The first amendment
the Bill effects in the Aet is to Section 142,
making it mandatory on the lessee to ludge
the tribute agreement. To-day it is not
mandatory on either party. Section 145A
of the Aet is to be left as at present, ex-
cept for the stipulation that the tributer
must earn £3 10s. before any royalty is
taken. But this provision dees not obtain
where the lessee agrees to accept the fifty-
fifty proposition; it is only mandatory that
ke can take no voyalty until the tributer

carns  £3 10s. when set charges are
made, Then . we have the provision
preventing  the lessor from  making

charges on a sliding scale for serviees ren-
dered, the services heing the air, the haul-
age and the treatment., Surely it is pos-
sible For a eompany to know what is a fair
price, a priee that will pay the company
for the treatment of the ore, and a fair
price for the air with which to brenk the
ore, and what it costs to haul the ore up
.the shaft when it is broken. TUnder the
Bill all those charges will have to be on a
fixed rate instead of on a sliding seale on
the value of the ore, ag at present.

The Minister for 1Mines: The tributers
may not like that,

Hon. 8. W, AMUNSIE: No, they will be
afraid of the charges that might be fixed.
The Minister in moving the second reading
led me to helieve that in future when a
tribute has bLeen signed and vegistered
either parfy can take exception, and it will
then be submitted to the State Mining En-
gineer, whose decision shall be final.

The Minister for Mines: The agreement
to he brought under the Act.

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE : The Minister tmade
that reference to this section, but in my
opinion it does not and should not apply.
If the matter is brought before the warden’s
eourt, both parties have the right to argue
it, and either party can refuse to accept
the warden’s deeision. The matter will then
be submitted to the State Mining Engineer,
whose decision is to be final. In my view
if they register the agreement under those
conditions they have no right to appeal to
anyone outside. To-day existing tributes
are registered, and if the Bill becomes law
the companies, if they wish to get rid of
them, must give six months’ notice. They
have to come under the Bilt immediately
it is proclaimed az an Aet. T think that is
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quite fair, [ am glad the Minister bas in-
cluded the alternative proposition to the
mine owner, I could never understand the
attitude of the mine owners in Kalgoorlie.
When Minister for Mines, 1 put up a strong
case to the Chamber of Jines to get them
to alter their systein to what is known as
the Bendigo system. Under that system the
tributer tukes a bloek on a mine on a cer-
tain tenure. He mines the ore, paying all
the costs of mining, and be has also to truek
the ore to the plat or into n bin at the
plat. The eompany then haul it and treat
it, and whatever the assay value on a 90
per cent. exlraction, the company and the
men shave fifty-lifty. I cannot understand
the objection to that principle on the part
of mining companies letting tribntes. When
the delcgation went to Canberra for the
purpose of inducing the Federal Govern-
ment Lo grant a gold bonus on all geld pro-
duced, the mining companies of this State,
together with the Chamber of Mines, first
opposed the proposition and then, swinging
round, supported it and towavds the end
were preity active in their support. I and
the other members of the delegation had
printed matter £rom the Chamber of Mines
nt Kalgoorlie giving reasons to put before
the Tederal Government for the granting
of this honus. One of the reasons put up
wis fhat if they got the bonus, ore of an
assay value of ¢ dwis. would be profitable
for them to mine and treat on a honus of
£l per oz. When I put up to them the
proposition that if a tributer has a face
of ore 10 feet wide which is easily broken
und will go 12 dwts. to the ton. he has to
leave it where it is. for in existing cirenm-
stances he could not muke 10s. a week at
breaking and supplying to the company 12
dwt. ore. I put it to the Chamber of Mines
in this way: “Sinee you suggest that yon
can make 6 dwt, dirt pay on a honus of
El per oz, snvely if the tributer will mine
it, truek it and bring it to the shaft, yon
ought to Dbe able to haul and treat G dwt.
dirt at a profit.”” But they eonld not listen
to it; they said it conld not be done. Siner
[ have gone further into the matter and
geen what the charges really are, T quite
realise why thev said it could not be done,
for in most instances they take two-thirds
nf the total value of the gold produced by
the trihuter. That is the chief reazon why
they wonld not listen to my proposition. T
do nof know that there is anything further
to he said, but T hope the Bill becomes law,
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beeause even if the present companies that
are leiting tributes cancel all, there is ne
doubt. that within a very short period from
now some of them will revert haek to tri-
buting,

The Minister for Mines: Thev will all re-
vert hack,

Hen. 5. W. JMUNSIE: Of course they
will, 1 ask members not to take notice of
the threat or predietion that has heen issned
that the tributers will be out of work, for
[ assure them the existing method is no
zood to the tributer. T want the House to
pass the Bill so that when the companies
awain renlise that it is necessary to let tri-
butes, the tributer will have a reasonahle
chanee to make a living. T want again te
impress the Minister with the reading of
that section in the Aet. T ask him to look
it up. 1t is a matter that ean be raized in
Committee, but 1 think the provision in the
Bill regarding agreements in existence to-
day, if il is passed as printed, will lead tc
gcomplications, for as I read it the Bill in
its present form is vetrospective to the 30th
September. I hope the Minister will go
into that aspect of it and see that this pro-
vigion is not made retrospective. Tf neces-
sary, I will move in that direction when i
Committee. Meanwhile, I will support the
second reading.

On motion by the Minister for Lands, de-
bate adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, i932-33.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previons day.,  Mr.
Panton in the Chair.

Publie Utilities:

Votes—Aboriyines Natlve Stations, £3,371;
Goldfields Water Supply, £108,903; Kdl-
goorlic  Abattoirs, £2611; Metropolitan
Abuattoirs and Saleyards, £26353—agreed
to.

ate—Metropolitan Water Supply, ._S'ew-
¢rage and Drainage Department, £87,154:

MR. BEGNEY (Middle Swan) [5.33]:
Some effort should be made tz improve the
water snpply at Swan View. For several
vears ihe local residents have heen endeav-
;mring to get the pipes enlarged in order
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that they may obtain =uficient waicr. Some
18 months ngo 1 made representations to
the department in reference to the matter,
ond the size of the pipes was inereased along
the [Innaminka-road.  Thiz eertainly in-
creased the pressure on the Swan View pipe.
People are again complaining of the inade-
quaey of the suppiy. This is due to the
fact that the main earrving the water to
Morrison-road is only 1% inches or 2 inches
in diameter, and insufficient water is com-
ing through. Mauy of ti people there are
endeavouring lo make a living from the land
and others are engaged in poultry farming.
[ would urge upoen the Minister, if funds
ave available, to do something to improve
the water service at Swan View.

Hon. A. MeCallum: Perhaps the Minis-
ter wonld give zome information regarding
this vate.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—M¢t,  Marshall) [5.35):
The work that ha: been going on in the
metropolitan aren this year has consisted
of sewerage cxtensions and water supplies.
A eertain amount of money has heen pro-
vided by the Treasurer. One of the dif-
ficulites we have eneounterzd in the past
hazs been the quality of the water, par-
ticularly eaused by the rusting of the pipes.
The only way to remedy this is te pull up
the pipes and recondition and reline them.
As far as possible that has bheen done. We
Lave now let a eonfract for u<hestos pipes.
the amount in fuestion being £2,176 12s.
They will be 7in. pipes. A small seetion
of such pipes was put down in 1927, and
the officers have recommended to me that
a contraect should be lei for 13,000 feet
of the =ame el=z of pipes. The price iz
somewhat legs tian in the case of ordin-
ary wteel or east iron pipes. The manu-
factnre is heing carried ont in the State

Hon. P. Collier: Has ashestos been used
before for this purpose’?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes. 1n
1927, 4in. asbhestos pipes were put down on
trial. After they bad been exanined by
the engineers, it wasz decide” to let th-
contraet T have just referres to. The pipes
are required for relining the mains and
thus improving the cuality of the wuater.
Th= principal work- carried out during the
vear have heer the lifting, reconditioning.
and relavitg of 3in. and din, diameter cast
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iron pipes in the metropolitan arvea. This
work has been carvied out in Subiaco,
North Perth, Peppermint Grove. West

Perth, East Perth and Leederville, and is
being carvied out in  Perth, Claremont,
Nedlands-Hollywood, South Perth and
South Fremantle. The total chainage com-
pleted np to the 23th of last month, is
in the case of Perth and suburbs and E're-
mantle, 3,722 chains of 4in. and 3,115
chains of 3in. We think that will com-
plete the worst section of the mains, and
the other work is going on along the same
lines. During the year work has been pro-
vided for snstenanee labour in clearing the
Canning Reservoir site, and in providing
a road to give improved access to that
site, against the day when we shall be
able to complete the work. As usual, every
vear, there is a certain scure regarding the
shortage of water. We always have suf-
ficient, provided we get no heat wave, but
il a heat wave oecurs there is likely to be
a shortage of water in the metropolitan
area. Last year we put down noother bore
along the Mount’s Bay road. We ean now
count upon an extra supply from that
locality of over 2,000,000 gallons a day.

Hon. A. MeCallum: What did you get
out of the first one?

The MINISTER FOR WORIKS: The first
bore was not completed. It was yielding
a little over 1,000,000 gallons a day. We
then let a contract for a hore alongsida
so as to get down to the proper depth.

The two bores are now hrought together
and the total production is rconsider-

ably in excess of 2,000,000 gallons a day.
It is hoped this will be sufficient to carry
us on for the present year. Most of the
water we are nsing to-day comes from the
hills. We use all we ean get from that
souree, as it is cheaper than pumping
water from elsewhere. The sewerage sys-
tems at Perth, Fremantle and Subiaco bave
been extended by 17,065 miles. The tetal
mileage of sewers now laid has been in-
ereased from 201,743 to 218,808, and the
number of house connections has inereased
From 22956 to 23,416. Certain stormwater
drainage works have been extended, and a
vonsiderahle mumber of new mains are he-
ing laid. The extensions which are most
profitable to the department are those
which happen to cost the greatest amount
of money for material. Owing to the
limited funds available, however. we can-
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not expend all that we would like to ex-
pend. To give employment to men on sus-
tenance the following works have Dbeer
anthorised and put in hand:—The recon-
ditioning of 3in., 4in., and Gin. mains. lin-
ing with eement, ete.; the construetion of
18in. aml Gin. maing in South and Bolo-
mon-streets, Premantle: an  18in. main
in Wennedy-street, Mavlands, and a sini-

“lar main in Jobnston-sireet, Feppermint.

Grove: main improvements in various dis-

trieis: reticulntion of sewernge
area  No. 18, Nedlands, No. 19

and 20, Wembley, and No, 21, Jolimont;
pumping station sewerage avea No. 18 Ned-
lands, 18a Crawley and Wembley; sub-
sewerage main aren, No. 19 Wembley; a sce-
tion of the Maylands drain; and a Subiaco
stormwater drain, Shenton Park to location
714. The revenue from the Water Suepply,
Sewerage, and Drainage Department is esti-
mated to be considerably less this year. The
same rates will he levierd, but appreciable re-
ductions in annnal values, on which the rates
are based, have been made both in municipal
and road Loard distriets. We anticipate re-
ceiving thiy vear £32,000 less in revenue than
we  received in the previous vear. The
acerued revenue last vear was £378,470, and
the estimate for this yvear is £351,300. Last
vear the ensh revenue amounted to £373,175,
and the estimate for this year is £354,000.
The expenditure, apart from inferest and
sinking fund, which is a fiXed charge, for
1929-30, on salaries, ineidentals, operating
expenses and reimbursements was £114,544,
and for 1932-33 the estimate is £72,428 a
decrense of 36.8 per cent. in the nctual main-
tenance and administrative costs for the year.
Plans for the proposed reservoir at Canning
are in ecourse of preparation. Unfortunately
the officer who was doing the work has not
been able, owing to stoff reductions, to de-
vote his whole time to it. I was hoping that
the plans and specifieations for the new reser-
voir wounld have been completed by this time.
The Government have asked Mr. Ritchie, con-
sulting engineer for the Melbourne Board of
Works, who was also eonsulting enginecer fov
the State Government and who selected the
actual site of the Canning dam some vears
ago and recommended it, to examine the
plans and give us the benefit of his adviee.
[t is unfortunate that the plans are not
ready, as anticipated. The quantity of water
pumped from the bores was 1,152,769,000
gallons, It is anticipated that this vear we
shall require to pump 2,071,000,000 gallons.
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It has been unfortunate that every year we
have heen told by officers of the department
there wonld probably he a shortage, and
that they would find it necessary to impose
restrietions on the use of water. Fortunately,
however. it was not necessary to go so far.
We mu~t, however, look further ahead than
we have done, and some money must be
found sFortly to make a commencement with
the Cann’ne reservoir so as to give the metro-
politan area a better water supply. The
annual cost of pumping is over £20,000, 1t
the water rould be reticulated from the hills,
ma<t of that money would be saved. The
Canning scheme will cost over £1,000,000 and
will toke many years to complete. T hope,
however. that in the near future a sum of
monev wi'l be available to enable ns to make
a cominencement with the work,

HON. A. McCALLUM (South TFre-
mantle} [5.48]: I said previously, when
diseussine (his cote. that T regarded the
Metropoli'an Water Suppiy Tlepartment as
one of the besi, managed Guvernment de-
partments in {he State. T desive to fake this
opportrmity, to express my deep regret at
the mahmely demise of Me. Haywood, the
Under Feeretary of the department. That
gentleman carried ont his dulies extremely
well. Tle was a very capable administrator.
and. as T have said, T do not think any other
Government departmeni was better managed
than thalt which he controlled. His services
will be sadly missed, and general regret was
felt at the passing of one of the State’s most
efficient and loyal officers. 1 agree that the
principal comnplaint against the metropolitan
water supply is with ragard to the diseol-
ouration, and it has alwavs heen the advice
of the professional man thai there would
be no improvement until all the pipes
had heen lined with cement. The Efault is
largely due to the manner in which we have
to draw our supplies. The policy of hning
the pipes was eommenced whun we were in
office, and we laid it down that +l new mains
had to be lined hefore they were put down,
I am glad to know that the Minister has to
gome extent carried on that policy by taking
up the smaller mains and having them
cement-lined. I would be glad if the policy
could be extended to the larser pipes, be-
eause the difficalty will never be entirely
overcome until all the maing are lined. T
understand that the poliey up lo the present
time is to line pipes np to 4 inches in dia-
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meter. Pipes of a lavger size have not been
so treated. The departmental officers are
quite right in declaring that until such time
as all the pipes are lined theie will always
be the diseolouration trouble I am sur-
prised to hear that the plans for the Canning
dam have nol yet been vompleied. I under-
stood the Minister to tell us last year that
they had heen completed and that they were
then being submitted to a consulting en-
gineer. A vear has gone hy aad we are now
told that the plans were not finished. The
Leader of the Opposition last year drew
attention tu the position into which the mat-
ropalitan area was drifting in respect to
its water supplies, and there can be no
question, even if the Canning 1eservoir were
started now, that there will xzlways be the
danger of n shortaze of supplies and that
danger will exist for two or {hree yuars at
any rate, becanse it will take that {imy, or
pertiaps longer, hefore we can get any rve-
sults from the Canning scheme. Every year
we have heen just on the verse of o water
diffienlty, and if it had not been for the mse
of bore water, the position would have bheen
serions. Personally I do not approve of the
policy of putting down additional bores. I
understand that the veason given for putting
down the bore at Mount’s Buv-road was the
danger of supplies failing, anA the need to
wuard ncainst the immediate danger. Bore
water 18 an expensive proposition, and it is
a eontinunous expense. From the moment
vou start pumping it up until yon have
finished, expense is going on night and dav.
it is dear water and it is not good water;
it is objeetionable in many ways. Experts
will fell ns that it is quite oWt right. that
there is nothing harmful in it, but the ma-
jority of the public will take a lot of con-
vincing that the experts are right. T know
that as far as floral cenltivation is concerned
there are a lot of ohjections to its use, and
that many people have heen forced tn pro-
vide their own domestic supplies which
would not have heen necessary had the hills
water scheme heen completed. That scheme
would have met our requiremenis to the ex-
tent of 100 per cent. Unless the work of
eonstrueting the Canning dam is pushed on,
there is nothing more certain that that there
will be a serious water famine in the metrq-
politan area, The Minister tnld us that it
was proposed fo send the plans to Mr. Rit-
chie, engineer for the Metropolitan Board
of Works ir Melbourne. T do not regard
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that as muel: of n complimeut to our en-
gineers. I should think that the salari:s
paid to our officers should be sufficient to
enable us to command the services of men
able to aceept the {ull responsibility in a
matter of this deseription. I do not think
any other State in Australia heas ever had to
call in outsiders to examine a Job of a simi-
lar description.

The Minister for Works: Mr. Ritchie was
consulted before.

Hon. A. MeCALLUM: Yes, but in the
scheme’s infancy, when the preliminary
investigations were lLeing earried on, and
the department had not the experience be-
hind it, or the staff it has wow. If the
State does not possess the engineeriny
knowledge necessary for the provision of a
water supply for a mere 120,000 people,
then it does not say much for the profes-
sional men employed by the Public Works
Department. T do not know how the en-
gineers of the department regard the sug-
gestion of the Minister to forward the plans
to Mr. Ritchie for his opinion. It certainly
does not appear to he a comypliment to the
Minister's staff. I was told by the engineers
that the site at Canning is ideal; that in
fact there was no betler site for a dam, and
that there were no engineering Mifliculties.
As a matter of fact, all that is required is
o eoncrete wall. The whole of the excava-
tion work has been done, and personally T
see no reason for Eurther delaying what
seems fo be a simple engineering proposi-
tion. To go outside the State and consnlt
an expert will mean considerable expense.
We should have in our own service a man
ecompetent cneugh to advise the Govern-
ment and who would be prepared to fake
tull responsibility for a job of this kind.
Evidently the Government are determined
otherwise, and intend to call in Mr, Ritebie.
T have always regarded the Water Supply
Department in a favourable light. They
get in the highest percentage of rates, and
it is admitted that they have met the exist-
ing situation in a reasonable way. As the
Minister told us, the department employs
many men on sewerage work and the recon-
ditioning of the mains. I should like the
Minister to tell us what he proposes to do
during the Christmas holidays. He should
endeavour to give the men employed by this
department and who are earning sustenance
rates—I do not know whether all are get-
ting over their £1 8 week——
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The Minister for Works: Yes.

Hon. A. McCALLUM: They are all on
sustenance rates, plus £1, and practically
all of them have more than three children.
For a long time these men have been getting
£2 15s. a week with a maximum of £3, and
1 think something additional should be given
them as we are approaching Christmas, I
understand the Government have arrived at
a decision that extrn work will be provided
en that they may earn equal to the susten-
ance for the week that they will not he
vorking at Christmas, and one day extra.
That means they will be able to have onc
day’s pay to celebrate Christinus, after bav-
ing been for a couple of years, some of them,
exizsting solely on sustenance rafes. One
dax’s pay will not enable them to have =
Christmas nt all. If arrangements could be
made to give them a little more, it wonld he
appreciated. We all like to have little
extrns in the home at Christmas time, and
ir view of the strenuous period through
which those people have passed, the major-
ity of them having heavy domestie respon-
sibjlities, and the ehildren having had a hail
time, it would be n gracious ack on the part
of the Government to give the men a couple
of weeks' worlk on Full time and pay them
ke bhasic rate.

MR. SAMPSON (8wan) [6.2}: 1 join
with the previgus spesker in expressing
regret at the passing of Mr. Haywood, who
was an unusually eapable officer possessed
of a charming personality. The appoint-
ment to the vacaney of the Acting Under
Seeretary, T believe, meets with general ap-
proval. Mr. Long always impressed me as
being of the same east of mind as Mr. Hay-
wood, and I should say the department
wonld be well controlled by him. I wish
to speak of the retention in the hills dis-
triets for water conservation purposes of
land that by no stretch of imagination eould
affect the purity of the water supply. A
Fortnight ago I gave notice of a question
to the Minister and I regret that he was
not in the House to answer it. I dare-
sav, however, that he knew the purport of
the veply given. The question was—

In view of the fact that the poliecy of with-
holding Jand suoitable for the production of
fruit and other primary products is prevent-
ing development in the hills distriets, will the
Minister give consideration to the rclease of
those blocks or sections which, because of

their contour or situation, do not provide a
course for water flowing into any reservoir,
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and the occupiation of which could not, in any
circumstanves, emlapger public health?

The reply of the Minister was—

it is necessary id the intefests of the Metro-
politan Water Supply that noe Crown land
or lamd acquired by the department that is re-
quired for future use for water supply eateh-
ment should be given up to private ownership.

Not only is the land witltheld from pri-
vate ownership: it iz not open for oceupa-
tion on leasehold. I it were made avail-
able on leaschold, it would not be so had.
The land does not provide a course for
water flowing inte any reservoir and the
land is below the level of any reservoir and
could not contaminate the water supply.
The policy that prevents the use of such
Jand ecould he reconsidered. This is an im-
portanf matter because land suwitable for
settlement has to remmin idle. It is of no
utility for the water service sinee the water
does not Auw over it, or if it does, it flows
to a point lower than any reservoir,

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle} 16.7]: 1«
there any prospect of the vate of interest
charged on the cost of sewerage work heing
reduerd ? Quite o number of people are
on part time work amd have been hard hit
by wares rveduction and by taxation,

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—Mt. Marshall--in reply) [6.8]:
The member for South Fremantle raised
the question of reconditiening the smaller
water pipes. last year we reconditioned
a considerable mileage of mains and the
work is being continwed. To elean 3-inch
and 4-inch mains involves hand work and
is a laborious and expensive job. Dealing
with G-ineh malns, however, it is possible
to insert a torpedo and turn the water on
and that cleans the pipes. Whenever we
receive complaints we investizate them, and
it possible we recondition the mains in the
section whenee the eomplaints arise.  The
department are reconditioning the mains
that have been longest in the ground. beranze
they ave in the worst condition. TIf people,
instend of writing to the Press, would send
their complaints to the department, men
would be sent ouf to flush the mains and
do whatever wa= possible to improve the
quality of the water,

Hon, P. Collier: T il not know of that.
You will have a ring from me to-morrew,
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The Minister for Lands: There are many
ting~ each Monday morning.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
a main i> relaid, some of the discoloured
water {rom the uneleaned pipes runs into
the new main and affects the water, buf
that i= only a temporary difficulty. The dis-
colouration, however, is one of the mdst im-
portant problems confronting the depart-
ment. Last vear we spent £66,000 from
loan funds on reeonditioning mains, and T
hope a larger sum will he available this
vear. The engineers estimate that it will
cost £300.000 to recondition the whole of the
oldl mains. The life of the old mains was
estimated at 25 vears, bnt those that have
heen reconditioned and cement-lined, the en-
zineers =ay, will last for another 50 years.
Regarding the Canning dam, the plans

have been altered considerably during
the last two years. In order to con-
sider the needs of the future we

had to decide whether we could increase the
height of the dam and use sufficient of the
water catchment for the purpose. During
the last vear or two the enginevers in charge
of the deparfiment have been investigating
the problem and have recommended an al-
teration of the whole of the plans. The esti-
mated cost of the dam is £1,250,000. T
have nothing to say against the officials, who
are capable men, but as, for a matier of
£100 or =0, it would he possible to get a
man like Mr. Ritchie to investizate the pro-
posals, T thought it would he much safer to
ohtain his approval of the altered plans. Tt
would relieve the Government of some of
the responsibility for making the alteration.
and Parlinment would have the satisfaction
of knowing that the work had the approval
of & man who has dexigned so many of the
Inrze reservoirs in Australia.

Hon. J. (. Willcock: Yon would not get
that advice for £100. would you?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It would
not bhe necesgary for him to come to Perth;
the plans could be sent te him, or could be
taken to him hy one of our engineers. We
estimate that the coat of consnlting him
would uot exceed £200, and for the sake of
that expenditure, it is better to he on the
safe side. T know that the engineers do
not like having their work referred to Mr.
Ritchie, but T consider it onlx just to me and
to the Government. T therefore brought the
matter hefore Cabinet and received approval
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to the suggestion to consult Mr. Ritchie.
The member for South Fremantle referred
to rate collections. The amount colleeted
last year was marvellons, but the estimates
for the present year show a hig reduction.
Whereas last year we collected 92 per cent.,
this vear we estimmate that the collections
will be only 83 per cent.

Mr. H. W. Mann: The position is getting
a great deal worse heeange people cannot
et rent for their houses.

Hoy. J. C. Willeock: I thought we had
turned the corner.

Hon. P. Collier: That was the corner
to the right; this is anolher corner to the
left.

The MINISTER ¥FOR WORKS: The de-
partment can congratulaie itself on the raet
that Peith is the only eity in  Australia
where it has not heen necessary to increase
the rates. In Sydney and Melbourne, ow-
ing to large reductions in the valuations and
to the water supply schemes there camving
certain fixed charges, it was necessary to in-
crease the rates. Although we have had to
reduce valuations, and although we antici-
pate receiving about £32,000 less revenite
this year than last year, we still expect fo be
able to earry on and show a small surplus.
The hon. member suggested extra work at
Christmas time. The proposal is as e stated
it. The Government have decided that suf-
ficient work shall be provided to enable the
men to have the week off without losing any
money.  Additional work will also he pro-
vided to the extent of enabling the men to
earn an extra day’s pay, which will be paid
in ¢ash. The member for Swan said T was
not in the Honse when he asked a question
about making land available in the water
shed. I have heard him on that question so
often in the House and in the office that I
did noi think it was necessary (o hear him
again.

Mr. Sampson: You put up something that
purporied to be an answer, but was no
answer.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I have
puk up answers to the question about 20
times sinee T have heen a Minister. T do
not consider that any land in a water eatch-
ment area should be used for farming pur-
poses. For three days 1 travelled with M,
Rifchie over the catchment areas in Vietoria,
and T was impressed with the foresight that
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had been displayed in the early days by re-

serving such a hnge aven for catchment
purposes and preventing any settlement

there. To-day Victoria has probably one
of the finest eatchment arens in the world,
sulficient not only for the needs of to-day,
hut for the needs of 50 years. Whatever
happens, 1 hope we shall preserve our catch-
ment avea for all tiwe. The mewmber for
Fremantle asked whether the intevest rate
an money for sewerage connections eould
be reduced. I eannot give him any promise.
The interest rate is 7 per cent.

Nilting suspended from O.1) (o 707 pom,

Item—Engineer, Water Supply, Sewer-
age and Drainage, Mervopolitan Area, £768:

Mr. SAMPSOXN: 1 would have been more
interested in the remarks of the Minister
had he replied to the question I put to him,

The Minister for Works: [ have replied
to it several timesg,

My, SAMPSON: To my knowledge, the
guestion I submitted has never hefore heen
asked in this House.

The CHAIRMAN: The item rvolates to
the FEngineer for Water Supply in the Jet-
ropolifan Area and has nothing to do with
the subjeet that I understand the hon.
member has in wind.

Mr, SAMPS0OXN: The engineer will be

conecrned regarding the levels and  the
contour of the land [ have in mind.
Hon. A. MeCallum: The member for

Swan does not think the Minister s un
the level!

My, CHAIRMAXN: The item has nothing
to do with land resmmmption and the hon.
member is ont of order,

AMr. SAMPSOX: In his reply to me, the
Minister said that whatever happzned, the
Government would preserve the eatchment
area for all time, but that had nothing to
do with the question I put to him.

The Minister for Works: T have replied
to it, and vou have had vour answer.

Mr. SAMPSON: I submit it was no ans-
wer. 5o far as the Minister went, T am
in agreement with him, but the point he
dealt with had no relation to my question
and T consider that anything in the nature
of a subterfuge is out of place. T asked
whether land that was below the level of
the reservoir and from which no water
conld  run infn the reservoir, would bhe
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thrown open and made available tor pro-
duetion, [ hope the Minister will give some
consideration to that question.

Mr. PANTOXN: Does the department in-
ted to continue making sewerage instal-
lations under a six-vear lense, and will
consideration be extended to those persons
who are suffering from hardship as a re-
sult of the demand for the payment of the
pan charge in addition to the sewerage
rate! For some years the system was that
after a person had heen ordered to con-
nect up with the sewer, he was conpelied
to pay the rate in addition to the pan charge
until the connection had been made, Cases
of hardship have occurred and I trust the
department will give that inatier atten-
tion.

The MINIETER FOR WORKS: We
stopped carrying out installations for

people who eould not provide the money
hecause we also were not in a position to
finanee the work. Recently the Treasurver
made £17,000 available and for some time
past contracts have been let for that work.
Under the Aef as soon as a main was con-
structed past a property the owner had to
be served with an order to connect his
premises up and until  he did so, both
charges operated. Those notices have heen
withdrawn hecause neither the Government
nor the persons eoncerned were ahle to pro-
vide the neeessary funds. Now thal money
is available, contracts are being let, Con.
sideration has heen given in eases of hard-
ship.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Other
chargeable to rerenue,

Hydraulic
222,476

wndertuliings

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt. Magnet:
[7.38]: I draw the Minister’s attention to
the necessity for making available im-
proved water supplies in the remote areas.
In former days adequate provision was
made, but latterly wells have heen allowed t.
fall in and in some instances water in
wells has beecome contaminated. In some
of the outback mining arcas in  particular,
the population has increased twofold and
in some places to a much greater extent.
At some of the centres the water supply
is in a very bad eondition. Tt may be sug-
gesied that the prospectors should clean
up the wells themselves. Muny of thove
men lived in the metropolitan or agrienl-
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tural areas, buf, owing to counditions that
exist at present, found it neecessary to re-
tnrn to prospecting in order to make a
jiving. They are not in a pusition to sparve
the time to clean out wells, They have
had sulficient pluck fo leave the city and
the more comfortable living conditions
here aned Eace the hardships of the out-
hack country once more. I have every
admiration for them and the Minister, 1
feel  sure,  will do his best to
encourage them.  They are cking out a liv-
ing as best they ean, and do not despise
even kangarou und emu.  Some have fami-
lies of small children and the nearest hos-
pital ov ductor is 150 iles uway in sowe
instances.  Throughout those areas the wells
require to be cleaned up, hecause the people
there should not be faced with the dangers
of vontaminated water. As a man who has
lived in the hack country himself, the Min-
ister will appreciate the attitude of those
people and will desire to encourage them
in their efforts. The people have no re-
sources whatever and have gone hack to the
bush in order to wmake a living. If this sug-
gestion is placed hefore the departmental
oflicers, the attitude should not he adopted
that these people should provide their own
water supplies. The department should en-
courage the people because their work is in
the interests of the State. It is of advant-
age at present that they should leave the
city where conditions are so difficult, parti-
cularly as they are engaged in promoting
the production of gold, which iz of value
to the State at the present juncture.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (lon.
J. Lindsay—>Mt. Marshall) [7.42]: The vote
deals with the Revenue kstunates and re-
lates to bydranlic undertakings controlled
by the department and various water sup-
piies Lo the agricultural and goldfields arcas.
For many years past, long betvre T became
Minister, the control of water supplies in
the agricultural areas was handed over to
the locat governing bodies who were re-
quired to maintain them. On the stock
routes, provizion was made for maintaining
wells in order by setting aside £10 per well,
Stuee then the vote has been cut down to
£6 a well and that iz what js provided in
the Estimates,

Hon. M. . Troy: But the wells T refer-
red to are not on the stoek route.

The MINTSTER FOR WORKS: T know
that. Tt i= better for the local governing
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authorities to maintain the wells Dbecause
they can do the work more cheaply than
tlte Government. We would have to send men
hundreds of miles to look after those wells
and I am satisfied that the local boards ean
do the work much better than we ean.

Vote put and passed.

ote—»Perth City Markets, L60¢:

Mr, MILLINGTON : L presume these are
the old c¢ity markets near the Hovseshoe
Rridge,

The Minister for Lands: That is so.

Mr, MILLINGTON: I konow that in-
quiries were made with a view to serapping
these old markets, vet 1 see that £600 is o
be spent upon them., I presume some reve-
nue is derived from them.

The Minister For Lands: We are making
a profit of £500, atter spending that £600.

Mr, MILLINGTON: The site is a valu-
ahle one.  Has the Minister taken any steps
to serap the old ramsbhackle buildings erected
on it?  They are an evesore and have just
aboutr ocutlived their nsefulness, The Min-
ister says they arve showing a slight profif,
but I presume he is not taking into con-
zideration the value of the land. Tf it were
not owned by the Gevernment, probably the
building= would have been serapped long
ago.

The Mimster for Lands: We would have
another hofel on the site.

Mr, MILLINGTON: Has the Minister
taken into consideration, or had any report
wpon, the advisableness of serapping the
old bhuildings?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [ am
sorry the hon. member has raised that ques-
tion, because now I have t¢ make n confes-
sion in front of my eolleagne. As a mat-
ter of fact, the Railway Department own
the land.  They own a great deal of land
round abont the central railway station, and
now my colleagne way decide to pull down
the buildings,

The Minister for Railways: If we wait
a little longer they will fall down.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Thiy
vear we are receiving £1,100 odd, Tast vear
we received £1,126. T quite agree with the
hon. member that the site is a valuahle one,

but at the present time we eannot do any- -

thing in the way of erecting new huildings,
We already have huildings untenanted. T
am safisfiel so lone az we are making a
rofit.
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Mr, Marshall: And when they fall down?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
shall have to sce that the people aceupying
themr are insured.  We have entered into
aome verv short-period leases, for three and
six  monfhs. Considerable improvement;
have heen effected, as we think it is prob-
ahly befter to have the fish merchants there
than to have them scattered around the eity,
with their somewhat offensive smells. The
property seems now to be nsed prineipally
for a fish market. Tf we do pull down the
bunildings  my colleague here will reap the
henefit.

Vote pul amd passed,

Department  of  Minister  for Reilways,
Trwmwnys, Ferries and Electricity Supply
tHoun. J. Scaddan, Minister).

Vote—Railways, Tramways, Ferries, and
Flectricity Suppty, £2.468,000:

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(Hon. ). Seaddan—Maylands) [7.52]:
There is but little information T can give
members apart fromw that which they already
have.  The Commissioner’s annual veport
has been laid upon the Tahle and distri-
buted :wmongst members, and it furnishes a
greaf dea) of detailed information regarding
the operations of the railways and the diffi-
culties which have te be contended with in
their management. T propose, however, to
make a few remarks to proveke some diseus-
gion by hon. memhers, otherwise it might
appear that our most important department
of State, that is, fron a finaneial point ol
view, is being overlooked. As members will
see by turning up the Commissioner’s annual
report, the total amount of capital which
iz debited against the railways is not less
than £24,412,032, nearly £25,000,000. That
= a very heavy burden to be earried hy a
population of approximately 420,000, hut
it heeames greater when we realise the fact
that, while the popnlation is so small, the
mileage is 50 greaf. The earning capacity
ot the railwavs is therefore reduced accord-
ingly. Our railway system is spread over
a very lavge territory and onr produets have
to he lumiled very long distances. while there
is Jittle ov no back-loading, This remavk
applies partieularly to wheat. Tf hon. mem-
bers will turn to the Commissioner's report,
they will find that of our tetal ton-mileage
ahout 0 per cent. is accounted for by the
hanlage of wheat. The earnings from that
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hiulage Eali below the average earnings of
the raitways, and thus 30 per eent. ofsour
actual handage i done av a loss. 1 am
speaking now From the point of view of the
Ratlway Department, not from the point of
view of the State. It is very necessary that
that tonnage should lbe available to enable
the State to exist.  However, that all adds
to the didiculty of operating our railway
svstem. This vear it is estimated that our
revenue will amount to £2,950,000 and our
expenditure to £2,030,000, leaving a gross
profit, as they call it in the Railway
Department—T  call jt a net profit—
of €M0.000, acainst which there is intere-t
estimated to nmount e £1,010,000. There-
fore, on the F:timates we antiéipate mak-
ing a loss after meeting owr interest ac-
count at the Treasury.  That tofal los<
iz net all due to the Railway Department,
hecause there ave sinking fund  charges
which have to be et in accordance with
the finaneinl acreement.
was greater, Ior the year 1931-32  the
working expenses and interest exceeded re-
venue by £208.18%, 20 that an hnprovement
of £48.189 is forecast for the current yeur.
The interest for the past year amounted to
£998,173, hut we estimate that will be in-
creased by £20,827 this year, mainly or
aceount of new lines whieh will be taken
over shortly. The Wiluna line wil!l be
chiefly responsible for the increase in in-
terest. From a Treasury point of view,
that does not affect us very seriously be-
cause that interest has been paid on money
previously borrowed, but now it will he
transferred to and chargeable against the
rallway earnings. It is not anticipated
that the actual revenue from the lines to
be taken over will meet working expenses.
It is anlicipated that the revenue will this
vear amount to €2,950,000, as eompared
with £2,897,330 last vear, an inecrease of
£32,664.  We hope to enrn that increased
revenue this vear owing to the more
hopeful ontlonk, and, may T say. to
the faet that we expect increased trade
to bhe brought to the railways be-
cause people are becoming what I may
terin more railway conzcious. The peaple
should be conscious of the faet that the
railways belong to them and that if they
do not use them they will have to be taxed
to make up any loss sustained. We are hop-
ing to get inereased traflic during the ecom-
ing vear from the primary preducer; and

The loss Inst year
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I have renson to belicve that with a re-
wljnstment of freight: on some of our
commodities there will be increased haul-
age on the railway system. We have suf-
fered =merious  depletion of revenue on
account of read transport competifion.
Ilowever, [ believe people are beginning
to realise that, although on the face of it
there miay appear to be a saving by trans-
poerting goods by rvoad, in the final analy-
sis, awing to the fact that we have to
meet interest charges in conneetion with
our railway system, charges which ean-
not he tran<ferred to anvoneé el:x, it is a
dead to-< to build unnecessary romd trans-
port and allow our railways to go secking
for traflic.

AMr. H. W, Mann: But would you not
loze the petvol trafiie?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I do
not think the hon. member has studied
the question very closely, or he would
know that the system operating here is
the same as in every other railway system
thronghout the world. There always has
been differentiation in rates in respeet of
various ecommodities that are carried over
a railway system. T may tell the hon.
member that exaetly the same thing ap-
plics to road transport. The difference,
however, is that the carrier by rvoad ean
choose the trafliec that suits him best, and
lenve the balance. 1 previously referred
to a case where a farmer was requesfed
by a carrier to send his wool from his
farm to Fremantle by road. He inquired
what the charge was and found it quite
satisfactory when ecompared with the eost
of sending it by rail. Wool bas shways been
a high and satisfactory freight. The farmer
was earefn! enough, however, to ask this
question, ‘¢ Will you bring my super back
ut the same rate as you take my wonl to
Fremantle?” The reply was, “Certainly
noi.”” Then the farmer said, “I have tfo
view the matter from twe standpoints.
There is the cost of taking my wool to
Fremantle and the cost of bringing my
fertiliser back; you cannot compete with
the railways when you take those twd
matters into consideration.’’ But the car-
riers by road do pick out the eyes of the
traffie and that is exceedingly nnfair from
the point of view of the general taxpayer.
T believe people are beginning to realise
that it is not to their advantage to send
goods by road. The most astonishing thing
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to me is that there are so many people
who helieve, and I think rightly believe,
that it is not possible to develop our coun-
try without a railway system, and vet side
by side with a demand for railway con-
struction, you will see the same people
patronising transport by road. When it
-eonies to n question of earrying wool, wheat
and other primary commodities, everyhody
knows that the wost staisfactory method is
to send it y rail, and that is why we are
continually getting demands for the con-
struelion of additional railway lines. If
the people demand inereased railway com-
munication, they should be asked to use the
railways to the fullest extent. I admit that
at times they find reason for complaint, hui
when they have a complaint against a State
utility they ecan make their voices heard,
whereas we never hear a complaint against
privately-owned traunsport facilities. If a
man be not fairly treated hy a private car-
rier he bhottles wp his complaint becanse
there is no redress, whereas if he has the
slightest veasonable complaint against the
railways, he not only writes in to the depart-
“ment, but writes to the Press as well and so
makes his complaint very loud. That does
not prove that the railways are not satis-
factory. Taking it on the whole, onr railway
system is vendering magnificent service to
the community and particularly to our
primary producers. It is a very extensive
system that we have for a very small popu-
lation, and a very heavy monetary hurden
is entailed, a burden that we cannot put on
to anyhady but the taxpayers. So the sooner
the people patronise the railways to the full
and thus =ave the hurden of taxation, the
better it will he for all. Tt will be remem-
bered that last year, owing to a gradual but
steady reduction in the amount of trailic on
onr railways, we put out of commission
quite & number of trucks and locomotives.
Now we realise that business is likely to
inerease, and in order to meet that expected
increase, we are making provision for re-
Ppairing quite a numher of locomotives and
wagons, and an amount of approximately
£53,006 “as been provided on the Iistimates
for that purpose. We are also providing
re-sleepering, re-laying and  re-hallasting.
Last year we did hut little of that. Tn
fact, we have not done more than was abso-
lutely necessary during the last two years.
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It was not possible, becanse the railways
wege not earning sufficient money to enable
thein to pay for those improvements. Money
had to he found from other sources
tc meet the obligation of the Treas-
ury, and the result was, to speak
candidly, we had to transfer from one
period to another the cost of maintaining
our rolling stock and the permanent way,
But T am assured by the Commissioner that
he was always earetnl to see that the road
was kept in such 2 condition as to avoid any
undue risk. That completes the railways,
In this division of, the Istimates we have
railways, tramwavs, ferries and electricity
supplv. The tramway revenus is estimafed
at £290,000 and the expenditure at £223,000,
leaving a halance of £67,000 agrinst which
there will be interest charged to the Treasury
of £53.000. Therefore we shal! have an esti-
mated profit at the end of the year of
£14,000. Last year the actnal results were
revenue, £286,641; expenditure, £220,623,
and interest £32,239, leaving a balance of
£13,659. So we estimate that the year will
close practieally on all-fours with last year.
We shall have inereased our earnings by
£3,000 and our expenditure by a like amount
and we are providing amother £21,000 for
re-laying tramway {racks. There is ons
phase of the tramway operations that might
well he considered by membzs. TFor some
time past it has been known by the depart-
ment that a eertain section of our tramway
svstem was in a verv dangernus condition.
T may say that now, hecanse we have eeased
operating over that section. We are faced
with the position of having tv find a large
som ol money to re-lay that track and we
could not see that, after finding that money,
we would esrn any additional revenue. That
would mean that the whole of the system
would have had to carry an additional in-
terest burden without the possibility of earn-
ing increased rvevenne. I am referring to
ihe Kensington-street line.

Mr. H W. Mamm: TIs revenue the only
consideration?  What about public con-
venience?

The MTNISTER FOR RATLAWAYS: The
hon. memher is quite right in that, but if he
has heen alive during the last three or four
vears and has heen watehing the trend of
events he will know that. whatever our de-
sire to consider the public convenience, we
have also to consider how we are going to
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find the money to meet il. There is not very
much done in this world withoul womebody
having to pay for it. Unfortunately, while
we bave heen anxious to render service we
have nat had the wherewithal, for we cannot
provide any Government facilitles withont
the necessary funds. In round fgures the
vrost of re-laving that rrack wonld he be-
tween £13,000 and £15,000 aned that eply to
render the same service as pivcviously, and
earnt the same amount of revenue with, of
course, an additional charge on that revenue.

Mr. DMarshall: That line does nothing
more than earry passengers from the Perth
ecentral station to the East Perth station, a
duplication of the railway. [t is nothinz
but a faree.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
do pot know that the hon. memher's opinion
on that i worth very much, kecanse T am
not aware that he is sveatly inferested in the
suhjert, The member for Fast Perth knows
muech more about it. e knows that the line
has heen rendeving a2 very mood serviee, al-
though T do not know that it has been a pro-
fitahle line.

Mr. Marshall: Tt never will be.

The MINTSTER FOR RATLIWAYS: As
the member for Perih remarked just now,
that is nof the only consideration. The rail-
wavs themselves do nolt pay. and T doubt
very mnch whether the Wiiuna line, in
which the member [or Murchison is intes-
ested. will pavy.

M. Marshall: You cut out the framway
section Trom Tlill-street to Bavrack-street.

The MINTSTER TOR RAILWAYS: Be-
cause it was tou daveerouns to operate any
longer. But let me revert: The question wus

whether we could fAnd any mezans by whien

we eould maintain the existine faeilities
without loss to the Treaswry and if possible
increase the earpings in order to meet th
additional interest eharges on the inevitable
expenditure. The re-laving of the tramline
would have hrought no additional revenne,
and on investigation we found that the mod-
ern svstem known as trolley huses or trackless
trams afforded the best mears of meeting
the situation. We could convert that line
from a rail tram to a trackless tram, eon-
tinue it on alone Wellington-street, west-
ward, nast the West Perth markets fo some
point in Leederville, either Oxford-strest or
Cambridge-street, perhaps as far as the
Leederville town hall, Thus it would serve
a factory area and the markets, the
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authorities of which lave asked for
additional facilities to enalie people to
patronize the warkei~.  And such a sys-
tem, it i= cstimated, would give additienal
carnings sullicient, not only to meet the in-
terest charges on the outlay, but also to
leave a profit and thus turn a non-paying
line inte one that will pay.

Hon. ). C. Willeock: Will you bave to
puy the municipality three per eent. on the
carning: ftor the right to use the roads!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: No.
When g vowd surface is not interfered with
at all by rails vo three per eent. will have
to be paid.

Hon. J. C. Willeoek: But each motor e
has to pay a license.

The JMINISTER FOR RALLWAYS:
Yes, but in this instance nov to the loeal
authority; it goes into a pool.  Whether
there will be a charge made on a similar
basis 1 do not know, but as the hon. mem-
ber is aware we have not been paying three
per cent. on newly constructed lines to auy
local anthority.

Hon, J. €, Willeocl:: 1 only wondered
what finuncial arrangements had heen made,

The MINISTER FOR RAILAWAYS: We
certainly will not pay anything along the
section from Barvrack-street to Leederville.

Hon. J. C. Willcock: But surely youn
will make some contribution to the mainten-
ance of the road.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: We
may, but as yet we have not discussed it.
In aoy case, it will not be very great, be-
cange on a modera voad there is no very
great wear and so thers cannot he any very
heavy burden.

Hen. J. C. Willeock:
charged £7.

The HINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, but that is on an entirely different
basis. T do not think there is any compari-
son between a tramway system run by the
Government in the interests of the commun-
ity, and a privately-owned bus service. The
Governinent service iz in the interests of
the community who, after all, find the monex
for the road surfacing,

Hon. J. . Willeock: No, the loeal auth-
ority finds that!

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Well the loeal authority iz representative
of the people whom the trani~ are servine,
After all, the local authority is onlv the
wedium through which the ratepaver pavs.
Jusi as the Government are the

But the buses are

meodinm
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through which the taxpayer pays. In this
insiance, every inch of the line will be with-
in the city, thus serving the ratepayers ex-
clusively. The hon. member knows how he
feels about the eity eounecil and what they
have been getting out of past Governments,
and probably on that point we think pretty
well alike. However, we are diseussing the
difference between methods of transport,
the trackless tram as against the rail trams,
Two outstanding featurcs might be men-
tioned : At present we have verv rapid road
transport by motor cars and buses, and one
of the grave dangers is that people join-

ing ftram cars run the risk of heing
knocked down by puassing metor ears.

L1 1= not always the fault of the driver;
sometimes jt is the fault of the passenger.
There was an inatance the other day when a
hoy jumped off a tram hetore it had stopped.
We mke precautions under the traffic regu-
lations to prevent a motor vehicle from pass-
ing a tramear which has pulled up to en-
able passengers to alight or board it, but
il a passenger jumps off a tram hefore it
reaches the stopping place, and a fast-
woving vehicle iz following, he takes the
risk. )

My, Marshall: Moetors ean pass stationary
trams.

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
There are exceptions, namely at the termini.
With trackless trams the risk does not arise.
The vehicles pull up alongside the kerh and
take on their passengers, just as motor
buses do, There is no need for passengers
te- stand on the road, and therefore that risk
i# eliminated. That is an important point
in favour of trackless trams. Another point
that ought to be mentioned is that once track-
less trams are installed, the cost of extend-
ing the roule a quarter or half a mile is so
<light that it is alwavs possible to meet soma
demand or eater for a growing avea. The
expenditure for averhead wiring is all that
is necessary, whereas heavy cost is entailed
to import and lay the material necessary for
track trams. Extensions are often war-
ranted, and yet are delaved long after they
are necessary hecause of the expense.

Mr, Marshall: The maintenance cost of
the trackless trams must be high.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
No, it is very slighi. To break up a street,
lnv the rails and instal the eqnipment neces-
sary to run a tram costs £6,000 to £8,000
per mile, according to the condition of the
street.  Once trackless trams have heen
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established, to extend a route one mile would
cost not more than £700. From that point
of view, the trackless trams ave a tremen-
dous advantage. They are capable of being
extended at very slight cost, or of heing used
to meet any sudden demand.

Mr, F. C. L. Smith: How many passen-
gers would they carry?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS;
A trackless tram would earry approximately
the $ame number as a small tramear. The
tvpe we propose to get will have seating
accommodution for 35 passengers. In some
cities, double-deckers are operated, hut we
propose to use only the single-decker.

Mr, Marshall: What standing accomnnoda-
tion will they have?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Sufficicnt for the hon. member, if he so
cares, o give up his seat to a lady who wants
to sit down.

Mr. Marshall:
where.

The MINISTER FOR
‘'he estimated results of
Supply are as follows:—

[ vould sqaeeze in any-

RAILWAYS:
the FElectricity

Revenue 272,£000
Expenditure .. 187,000
Balance 83,000
Interest 62,000
Profit 23,000

The actual figures last year were revenue
£274,516, expenditure £192,924, inferest
£61,476, leaving a balance of £20,116, We
anticipate that earnings this year will he
slightly less, but we expect to make a sav-
ing of approximately £6,000 on the expendi-
ture of last year. The ferries, which are
the subject of a measure now hefore the
Huuse, have heen operated by the Comiis-
sioner of Railwavs as part of the metropoli-
tan transporf system for the last eight
months.  The ferries are expected to earn
£9,000 during the enrrent year. Expendi-
ture, including depreciation, and interest,
are estimated to total £8,600, leaving a sur-
plns of £400. Tn 1931-32 carnings were
£8475, working cxpenses £7,516, interest
and depreciation £764, leaving a balance of
£195. Hence a slightly hetter result is ex-
pected this vear. T believe that the staff
have applied themselves to the work as they
always have done. From the Commissioner
of Railwnys to the porter, the staff desire to
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serve the public. and =erve them well. Tt
i~ not possible to operate =uch a system
without theve heing nccasional complaints.
Sometiines passengers complain of lack of
courtesy shown hy railway servants, but if
they renli-ed the conditions under which the
men have to work and the trying periods
they cxperienee, the public would forgive
any slicht shorteomings of that kind. Tak-
inr everviling inte acecount. [ helieve the
railwav- are servine the Siate very well.

HON. J. ©C. WILLCOCEK (tieraldton)
[8.21]: An important point to consider ix
the interest which constitutes a ftre-
mendous drain on the railways.  Has the
Minister any information to give regard-
ing interest adjustments? Instead of inter-
est eoming down. it is inereasing, though
the inerease For the pust yeur has been
slight. Quite a number of underiakings
dwing the last seven or eight year< have
heen financed out of loan money raised in
Australin, and one would have expected
that the lnan conversion, under which the
intervest rate was reduced from 6 per ceut.
to 1 per cent., would have relieved those
undertakings of certain interest chavgdk,
and that the services eould have heen run
more economicatly. Yet, instead of a cur-
tailment of inierest charges, the Comuuix-
sioner's report shows a slight increase Lor
the railways, though for tramways the figure
ix about the same. The (‘cmmissioner statex
that the interest has been fixed by the ap-
proved methods of ealeulating the rate, but
for all that the amount is going up instead
of duwn, notwithstanding the bempfit we
are supposed to have received from the eon-
version some 12 months ago. Why have
the railwavs heen singled out by the Trea-
suty officials to pay a higher rate of inter-
est when all governmental activities should
show some slight reduetion? I notice with
regret that nearly 1,000 fewer employees
bave been engaged in the department during
the last 12 month. While that to some ex-
tent is due to decreased husiness. it is note-
worthy that the number of employees has
been reduced by 12 per cent., while the
earning capacity of the system hag been re-
duced by only 3 per cent. and the train
riileage by 7 per cent. It takes as many
men to operate the running part of the
svstem.

The Miniater for Railway= interjected.

Hoo J. C. WILLCOCUK: That was a re-
coup from Loan expenditure,

cost,

It
The Minister for Railways: We have not
been wble to do that,

Hon, I, G, WILLCOUK : Alore wen have
en etrenched Fiom the department than
the decrensed work warranted. and it s
fair to assume that a considerable propor-
tion of thern were taken from maintenapw
work,  Wlhile it wa~ gratifying to hear the
Minister say that an ineressed amount was
provided on the Estimates this year, mo-t
people will be Fearful lest the deereased ex
pewliture on wages has caused mamtenance
lo suffer and that the condition of the ~v-.
tein is growing wor<e.  The Commis<ioner
states that “the system has been kept up to
the standard we ean expert in these de
pressed time«" I do not think we sliouh!
have u  different  stmulard in  depressed
times trom the point of view of salety,
While in the past maintenanee work was
kept up, money was not spent on mainten-
ance unnecessarily. If we adopt a differ.
ent standard for the maintenance of track
anl rolling stock in depressed times, as
compared with normal times, the =tandnrd
must he loweved fo the delvimeut of rhe
system, and puzsibly to the danger of the
public.  When the Commiszioner pointedly
brings hefore I'arliament the fact that he
is maintaining the svstem in a different man-
ner from that practised during the previous
1o or 12 years, we should take notiec of
it.  We should in=zist that even if times are
depressed, the hithertv high standurd of
maiutenance should not he broken dawn, The
Minister has stated that durmg the last
few years all  annecessary  maintenance
charges have been cut out, bul mainten.
ance cannot be regurded as an unneceszary
thing vear after vear. We have had two
or three years of this policy of serions enr-
tailment of the money spent on mainten-
ance. The Minister said that €50,000 would
be expended this yvear. That will not brine
the road and rolling stock up to the proper
standard. I hope that the poliey of negziect-
inr to do thing- becau-e thues are depres<ed
will =oon be ended. To restore the perma-
nent way to standard will involve consider
able expenditure during the next few years
for what hax heen called delaved repairs.
and 1 do not want the =vstem to Fall inte
suwrh a condition s to endanger the travel-
ing publie. I impre=s upon the Minister
that we do not want a different standard
of maintenanee in what the Commisioner
Acseribes a. depressed times.
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The Minister for Railwayz: That does
not apply to locomotives and rolling stoek.
It applies only to the permanent way. Ife
is putting rolling stock out of commission
instead of repaiving it.

Hon. J. C, WILLCOCK: References to
the permanent way branch show that a con-
siderable number of men have heen taken
off maintennnee.

The Minister for Railways: We have im-
proved the methods a little.

Hon. J. €. WILLCOCK: Forlunately
for the State, the department is alwavs

endeavouring to lmprove the methods,
and has met  with considerable suecess.
Tt is impossible to reirench a ecom-
paratively  large nnmber of wmen and
expect the vond tao be wmaintained at
the standard of previous jears, Can
the Minister tell us what improvements

have been introduced in the permanent
way that would render 7 or 8 per cent. of
the employees unnecessary, ag compared
with two vears ago? So far as T know.
there has been no drasiic alteration. The
business i3 only ahout 3 or 4 per cent.
lower than it was, hul on the other hand
the proportionate retrenchment of em-
plovees has been much greater. That ean
have only one result if continued for lony
The system must get into such a condi
tion as to necessitate employing the num-
her of persons that were previously em-
ploved in order o maintain it in a safe
manner- The Commissioner says in para-
graph 29 that there is urgent necessity
for replacing the fishplates.  The Com-
missioner, who is responsible to Parlia-
ment and the public, says that certain ve-
pair work is urgently necessary and it-is
not heing done and the Government are
laking o grave responsibility if they take
no notice of such a statement. They should
not withhold the money that is neeessarv
to keep the traek in order. The Commis-
sioner is not very sanguine as to his heing
able to carry ont the work associated with
the coming harvest. e lones there will
he sufficient locomotive power and rolling
stoek to enable him to cope with the busi-
ness. I now wish to refer to the poliev
of putting lads off when they reach th-
age of 21. TFor many vears the Commis-
sioper has seleeted hright. highly trained
intelligent and well eduneated vouths 1o
enter the service, and given them the idea
that their eareer in life is ithat of rail-
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way men. These lads have studied, passeu
many examinations, and proved them-
selves in every way fit to earry on railway
operations. When they reach the age at
which they should have a feeling of hope-
fulnhess and encouragement for the fniure,
they have the fear of being thrown ount
npon the streets. I would not mind if they
were wen whose services could he dispensed
with heeanse of their lack of ability, I
know several whe have passed every ex-
amination they eould sit for, such az in
aceountancy, safe working and ambulanee
work, in order that they might qualify
for uny position that might be offering.
They have shown cuergy, applieation and
intelligence, and have given up their
spare  time to become competent to
undertake  whatever dnties that may
comie  their way  in the course of
their  varied carcer in the railway
service,  Notwithstanding all this they
are ignominiously put off when they reach
the age 'of 21, and there does not seem to
be mueh ¢hance of their getting back into
the service. T do not kinow that any mem-
ber agrees with the Commissioner’s policy.
The members of Cabinet with whom T have
discnssed the matter, do not seem to be very
enthusiastic about it. T am sure it is not
endorsed by anyone in the enuntry. Young
men who reach the age of 21 are pushed ont
of the department and have to walk the
streets looking for work, although they pos-
sess a4 wide and varied knowledge of railway
working aequired during a period of in-
tensive study.

Mr. Kenneally: They are put off at an
age when they have less opportunity to
engage in other walks of life.

Ion. J. C. WILLCOCK: Yes.  This
action has destroyed all their ideas in regard
to the vewards that should come with hard
work. They feel that they are numbered
amongst the unwanted.

The Minister for Railwavs: That is net
the fanlt of the Railway Departiment.

Hon. J. . WILLCOCK: Most people
are not dismissed merely because they reach
a certnin age. There should be some means
whereby fhe serviee ean vetain at all eventis
some of the best of these voung men. 1¢ is
not much encowragement te a young fellow
to make himself proficient in the work when
he is ignominiously put out of the service
heeanse he reaches the age of 21, without



{10 Noveamser, 1932.]

any hope of getting back into it. If thev
could be given work at a lower remuncra-
tion, or some other system could be evulved
whereby a series of cowpetitive examinations
could be held, 15 or 20 per cent. of these
young men could be retained in the depart-
ment.  As it is, it does not natter how pro-
fictent they are in railway working they
have to go out at a certain age. T understanl
that those who married hefure they reached
that age have been retained tn the service.
1t has even been said that some young fel-
lows matrried in order to retain their johs.

The Minister for Railwavs: 1 have heard
of 2ume who mmarried so as to inerense their
sustenance allowances.

Mr. Marshall: Having got marriel they
find they have a hetter job than thex ox-
pected, T bet.

Hon. J. . WILLCOCK : We have a re-
sponsibility towards these voung men. [
have not diseussed the inatier with the Com-
miszioner, but I think he is plaving rather
a lone haml, I do not know whether the
Minister takes up the uwsual attitude that
the responsibility of the railwavs and the
staff iz vested by Parliament in the Com-
missioner.

The Minister for Raillwpys: That is Inid
down definitely in the Aet.

Hon, J. ¢, WILLCOCK: The Minister
has certain responsibilities and powers in
railway matters. Generally  speaking  the
Commissioner discusses  matters of poliey
with his Minister, and desives to be in ac-
cord with Crovernment policy. T do not
know if that is parr of the CGovernment
poliey, but 1 am =ure members will not snb-
seribe to ir, and will agree that it should
he reronsidered.  The MMinister said thal
another £53,000 was to be spent on mainten-
ance and other things. T hope that will
make it possible for some of the yvoung men
to look forward with hope to their heing
retained in the service when they reneh the
age of 21, [n anticipalion of inereased
business there may be a certain amount of
reorganisation in the system, and this may
render it possible to provide openings for
some of these hright lads.

The Minister for Railways:
te he retained in the service.

Hon, J. ¢. WILLCOCK : Nowadays lads
of 16 or 17 are being put on in plare of
them.

Thex  nsed
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The Minister for Hailwayvs: You cannot
ask 0 man to do the job of a messenger.

Hon, J, ¢, WILLCOCK: Young felluws
in the 1'ostal Department are doing work
which would not be remunerative for an
adult in onlinary circumstances, hut because
there iz no other opening Lor them they arve
kept on in the deparfment at the smaller
jobs. 1 am sure fhat the advantage to be
gained by retaining the services of some of
the highly teained youny men, would out-
weigh any addiiiono] expenditure involved,
1 should like to know whether it iz intended
to do anything with ihe rail: on the man-
ganese line hetween Meekatharra and Horse-
shoe. These now belong to the Government.
There sre places whete railway communica-
tion ecould with advantage he established.
The only reason why the lines are not being
construeted is beeause of the heavy capital
covt. The rails 1 speak of could be used for
such o puarpose.

The Minister for Railways: They arve very
light rails

Hon. J. €. WILLCOCK : Thex are 431b.
standard weight rails.

The Minister for Railwaws:
the standard now.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : The line to
Wiluna was built of 451b, rails, as was alko
the line From Mullews to Meekatharra, Al
branel agricultural lines are built of those
rails.

The Minister for lands: Thev are GMh,
rails now. During vour time rails of thar
weight were being uset.

Hon. J. ¢. WILLCOCK : T think not.

The Minister for Lands: On the Kulja
northwurd and Kulja eastward.

The Minister for Railways:
dropping the light vails,

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: 1 know that.
Thev are pulling up the light rails from the
inain line, putting down heavier rails in place
of them, and the light rails are being used
on agricultural hranch lines,

The Minister for lands: The line from
Merredin to Narembeen i= built of 6Hb, rails,
A colleague of yours had that line con-
structed.

Hon. J. C WILLCOCK: 1 am not talking
abount the lines which go from uvne poing of
the system to another point hy meansz of u
loop, but T am speaking of sueh lines az the
Lake Grace to Karluarin line, which is huile
of 45lb. rails. We are taking up the 43lb.
rails on heavy traflic lines and putting them
oni into the agricultwral distriers.

That is not

They ave
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The Minister for Railways: Look at the

legal process that will have to he gone
through to get the Horseshoe vails.  They
are not ours.

Hon, JJ. C. WILLCOCK: T understood

fromw statoments in the Press that the (ov-
ernment were in a pesition to take immediate
possession of them. 1 do not think anyone
would contend that the line =hould be left
there indefinitely. 1 it could be shown that
within five or six vems the line would be
wred to assist in the economie development
of the State, it wonld be another matter, No
one would object to leaviug the line in those
cirenmstances, but 1 would like to know
what the intentionz of the Governnient are in
that respect.

The Minister for Works:
heing looked info now.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: With reference
to the freight on crude oil and the opinion
expressed by the Minister when dealing with
mining matters that the use of suetion gas
in conneetion with mining eperations is wore
cconomical than cerude oil, it that can he
demonstrated, I do not know why fthe rail-
ways should earry crude oil to the goldfields
at a loss.

Mr. . C. L. Sinith: They do not carry it
at a loss.

Hon. J. (. WILLCOCK : Yes, thex do. 1
know arramgements were made with the
Wiluna niines to earry crude oil at a rate
that was distinetly unprofitable, and the
ohject of deing so was to assist the mining
industry. At that time we were told the use
of crude oil was the most economical means
by which power could he developed for
working the mines. 1f a different system of
generating power ¢an be shown to be more
ceonomical, there should bhe no need for the
Railway Department to haul erude oil 400
miles or more at a decidedly unproflitable
rate. Especially is that so if it can be shown
that by the expenditure of a comparatively
small amount of eapital, the improved system
could be used with greater advantage. If
it -conld he shown that a morve =atisfaetory
means of fertilising the land could he
adopted than by the use of superphosphates,
the railways would not be justified in hauling
saper at a rate of £1 per ton.

The mwatter is

The Minister for Railwavs: We resisted
an applieation for a similar rate for the
haulage of crude oil to Kalgoorlie, and that
is what the member for Brownlill-Tvanhoe
has i mind.
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Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: 1f it can be
shown that power can he developed on the
mines by the use of suction gas more econo-
mically than with erude cil, the railways
should not be asked to carry the latter
commodity at an unprofitable rate.

The Minister for Railways: If it ean he
shown that power can be developed at the
same ecost, the railways should not be
called upon to carry it at the present rate.

Mr. Marshall: What would be used to
produce the gas at Wiluna?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: The Minister
gave us the impression that it would be
more economieal.

Mr. Marshall: But what would they use
lo produce the gas—charcoal or timber?

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: I presume ihey
would use chareoal.

Mr. Marshall: Where would they get
the wood with whieh to make the ¢hareoal ?

The Minister for Railways: There is not
inich difference between Gwalia and Wil-
una. There is plenty of mulga there.

Mr. Marshall: 1t is a better class of
timber than is to be found around Wiluna.

Hon. J. C. WILCOCI: We have heard
something about the millions of tons of
wood recovered from those desert  areas,

Mr. Marshall: That was mostly gum.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCIC: Tt was mostly
mulga.

The Minister for Railways: Salmon gum
and gimlet.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: T was working
for some vears in the district and on the
Fingal mine we burnt a lot of it.

My, Marshall: At present they have to
go out 40 wiles to keep one mine going at
Meckatharra,

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: But that is an
old mining district, and the Wiluna mine
18 in a1 new area.

Mr. Marshall: But there is ne iimber
available, and that is the diffieulty.

Hon. T. C. WILLCOCK.: My remarks
were hased on the statement of the Minis-
ter.

The Minister for Railways: Wiluna is
uot comparable with I{algoorlie, hut at the
game time there is mo warrant for the ap
plication of the special rate to Kalgoorlie
in view of the wood supply available.

Mr. Marshall: That is a different aren
ment altogether.

Hon, J. C. WILLCOCK: The rate fixed
for the hanlage of crude il to Wilana was a
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specially ¢heap one to assist in the suecess-
ful inauguration of the mines there.

The Minister for Railways: We should
not be carrying the commedity at the exist
ing rate. bearing in mind the present priee
of gold.

Hon. J. C. WILLCQCK: The eoncession
was only for a period of three years.

The Jinister for Railways: There is no
limit provided.

Hon. 1. C, WIHLLCOCK : T know the con-
cession was asked for the first three vears.

The Minister for Railways: | will have
the matter locked up.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: T know that
once a concession is granted, it iz very
difficult for a Government to alter it.

Mre. Marshall: T suggest you deal with
Kalgoorlie, which is an  old-estallished
field, rather than Wiluna. There are tim-
ber supplies and everything else at Tal-
goorlie,

Houn. J. €. WILLCOCK: If this matter
does not apply te Wiluna, much of the
point in the Minister’s contention is lost.
IE it applies to other portions of the fields,
theve is no necessity to consider the rail-
ing of the oil at the present unprofitable
rate. I do not wish to deal with the tram-
way system to any extent but I am pleased
that the trolley-bus system is to be inang-
urated. Seme years ago we made ingniries
somewhat aleng the lines that the Minister
has indicated.

The Minister for Railways: Bui the lrol-
[ev-buses have improved considerably since
then.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: 8o T under-
stand. The system has been successfully
tried out in many parts of the world and
has proved efficient. I am glad the sys-
fem iz to he inaugurated here hecaure
it will do away with one of the great dis-

abilities of ety life. T  refer
to  the noise ereated by  passing
tramears, When 1 was in Singapore a few

vears ngo it was impossible fo earry on a
conversation in the street hecanse of the
toise of the tramears. Speaking a few days
ago to a person who had returned from a
visit to that city, T learned ihat, with the
advent of the trollev-bus system, the posi-
tion is now entirely different So with the
estahlishment of the zvstem hers we shall do
away with the noise that doetors inform us
iz so detvimental to the health of people who
Lave to live in the c¢itx avea. T do not think
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we should allow the Vote te go through with-
out having something to sav ahout the
projected sale af the Fast perth power housn,
1t ayv be suggested chat this matter does
not concern my constitnents so muceh a= those
who are residing in the metropolitan area.
hut T take the broader view i dealing with
the question. The power house will have
sueh a tremendous effect upon the indvstrial
life of the metropolitan area that T ecan
hardly conceive that any Governnent would
serjonsly eonsider the selling of a utilify,
which ean be of =uclt fremendous lmport-
anee in the developuent of our sovondory
industries.

The Minister for Railwavs: Tt hag hoen
a long time in doing that.

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK : IFf the Minister
were to call for a veturn., e would find that
there are hundreds of factories in the metro-
politan area, some of which are compara-
tively small, that are makine use of the
cheap eleciric power that is availahle. With-
out it they would not be able to earry on
snceessfully,

The Minister for Railwayvs: Tt is not verv
encouraging to the departmeni when some-
thing like £60.000 a »ear profit can he made
out of it by the City Council.

Hon. .J. C. WILLCOCRK: The Minister
had an excellent opportunity during the past
two years, when Governments of all shades
of political opinion deliberately and ahso-
lutely broke writtenr eonteacts of yvears
standing. TE in times like these a eontract
eould bhe <hown to he detrimental to the
people, the opportunity was available at
lenst to alter it and make it more just.

The Minister for Railwavz: That is net
the point at all

Hon. J. ¢. WILLCOCK: OF course it (=

The Minister for Railwavs: The point is
that the City Council are makmne that profit’
onut of the consumers.

Hon. T. . WILLCOCK: Yo fear.

The Minister for Railwavs: Of eourse
thex ave. Thev are buving power from the
department and selling it te the consamer:
and making a profit of €60.000 a vear on
the deal.

Hon. J. . WILLCOCK:  Because thev
are getting the eurrent at a price that en.
ables them to do so.

The Minister for Lands: Then why do n
the City Council =ell it tn the eonsumers at
i cheaper rate?
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Han. J, . WILLCOCK : That iz another
matter,

The Minister for Railwavs: The City
Counegi] have heen making an exorhitant
profit at the expensze of the eonsumers,

.Hon. J. C. WILLCOCI: | natire that
the manager of the power house i still en-
deavonring to make arrangements for the
sale of enrrent at a price less than the enst
af produetion. .

The Minister for Railways: That is not
the point, The point is that the City Coun-
¢il have been making a profit of €60,000 on
the sale of a commodity thal we produea.
Theyv are getting thar monev from the con-
sumers in excess of the cost of supply.

Mr. Kenneally: Should a company get
hold of the power house, hoth the City Coun-
il and the consnmers witl have tn pay more
for the eurrent,

The Minister forr Railwavs: That is merelv
an assnmption, snd von do not kuow any-
thing abont it.

Hon, J. ¢, WILLCOCK: The Minister
naturally will say that anvone who took the
power house over would have to take the
existing contract as well,

Mr. Kenneaily: But the eontract does not
last in perpetuity. '

Hon. J. C. WILLCOCK: it has a con-
sidernble time to run. The effect such a
transaction az the sale of the power honse
will have on the economic life of the com-
niunity will be sneh that T da not think any
Parliament will sanction the sale of the
utility, irrespective of who mav bhe making
profits from the proviuction of the eommo-
dity. The present poesition will not Inst for-
ever. If, as the member for East Perth
{(Mr. Wenneally) suggests, the generation
of eclectrie current should pass into tha
hands of a private monopoly without any
proper supervision. goodness lknows what
the effect will he on industry,

Mr. Sampson: No such szale would be
agreed to withoul heing subjeet to definite
conditions,

Mr, Kenneally: Of course not—notf that
vou would notice!

Hon. J. €. WILLCOCK: Companies
have a way of getting round those diflicul-
ties. TDoes the member for Swan (M.
Sampson) think that private enterprise will
expend a lot of money and be content to
seente n return of 2 per cent. only?

AMr. Kenneally: They are philanthropists.
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Hon. J, C, WILLCOCK: They wounld
not eonsider embarking on such an under-
taking for so small a return,

Mr. Sampson: Conditions could be laid
down that would secure a just and reason-
able return.

Hon. J. ¢. WILLCOUK: And the cost
would he passed on to the consumers. The
Minister will agree that with the expendi-
ture of a comparatively few thousand
pounds, the plant has been run as economi-
cally as it is possible to gencrate euwrrent
under the existing svstem. I do not think
private enterprise eould do mueh hetter,
even with the expendifure of a large umount
of cupital. As u matter of fact, money has
always been provided generounsly for power
house vequivements. I do not think private
enterprize could reduce costs to any great
extent so that the current could be sold at
appreciably cheaper rates.

Mr, Sampson: The power house did not
have sulfieient capital in the time of the
hon. member,

Hon, J. C. WILLGCOCK : The hon. mem-
her is talking about the provision of capi-
tal for the extension of the power house,
which 15 an entirvely different matter. That
would have nothing fo do with the company
that took over.the power house. When at
Kalgoorlie recently, the Premier talked
aboul the apparent prosperity of Melbourne,
That result there has been effected by the
provision of cheap electric power for in-
cdustrial purposes, which enabled factories
to be run economically. In consequence,
Melbourne has become one of the prineipal
mannfaeturing eentres for the whole of Aus-
tralin.  That position has been ereated be-
cause of the extremely cheap power pro-
vided from Yallourn. That cheap power
has enabled factories to lower the cost of
production, therehy cnabling them to com-
pete successfully against ofther industyial
concerns throughout the coutibent., Ten or
12 years ago a strike of coal miners in New-

castle  mean that within four or five
davs all the factortes in Melbourne
had to he closed down. Since they
have been made independent of coal

and have been guaranteed cheap power,
the factories of Melbourne have heen in-
ereasing by leaps and beunds, so much so
that it seems Melbourne is becoming the
manufacturing centre of Australia. I1f we
desivre to emnlate the progress Melbhourne
has made, if we want to provide work for
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our yvoung people, then we ~hould keep the
power supply in the hands of the publie,
otherwise we will lose an opportunity which
Ieay never recur.  That is the aspect of the
icatier with which T am parctienlarly con-
cerned. JE we cannot gnarantee cheap power
in the wmetiapolitan area, there is not much
possibility af nur establishing secondary in-
dustries. 1 de not wish to add anything
further, except that I hope the JMinister
will have something to say with regard to
the continued emplovment of youihs who
reach the age of 21 vears, and thai he will
Lir able fo reassure this Flouse and the public
generally that, so far as mpintenance i3
coneerned, more monev will he expended.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [9.2]: I wish
to congratulate the officers of the depart-
menf, from the Commissioner down to the
lowest emplovee, for the most effieient ser-
vice thev render. When we take into eon-
sideration that per head of the population
we have more miles of railway than prob-
ablx any other eonntry in the world, and
arve so free from aeeident. it points to the
faet that we have a most cfficient staff. T
have always been treated with the
greatest courtesy by station masters and
train stafts, and T think that is the gencral
experience of the {ravelling public of West-
ern Australia. Another matter to which 1
wish to vefer is the speed at which the traing
truvel. They average between 25 and 30
miles an hour. The trouble, however, is the
nany stoppages. ¥or instance, T have to
travel from Pingelly to Perth and the jour-
ney occupies 61% hours. 1 have timed it
myself. Very often the train atfains a speed
of 35 to 40 miles an hour. The first stop
is at Chidlows and the next at Spencer’s
Brook. That is a junction and T adit there
must be a stoppoge there. There is also a
junction at Clackline, where there is a stop-
page ol some duratton. Twenty iles fur-
ther on we reach York. There is a stoppage
there, Then there is another =toppage at
Broockton. 1 do not think the passenger
traffiec warrants the running of a special
train right through from Pingelly to Perth,

but the department might wonder why there .

is so much motor tralfic. The distance from
Pingelly to Perth by road i= a little over
100 miles and the journey by car takes from
3% to 4 hours, T admit the roads are good.
Tt seems a pity that we have fo waste o
much more time to travel the same distance
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by train, but T fail to see how that can be
obviated, because the necvessary -toppages
must be made.

Mr, Corboy: Could you not ehviate that
by making the people who use the roads
pay for the roads?

Mr. BROWXN: That is another question
altogether.  When travelling between Spen-
cer’s Brook and York, T was: surprised to
find on looking through the window the di-
lapidated condition of the railway fence.
There is a fenee helonging to the railwavs
on the right hand =de going to York with
panels down every few miles. There is
nothing to stop travelling stock on the road
walking on to the railway line and it is
possible that o very severe aceident may
o¢rnr,

Mr. Corboy: Is that why vou started off
by commending the Commissioner of Rail-
wavs?

Mr. BROWXN: The Commissioner told me
himself thal he will maintain the track in
enod orider. We owe our freedom lrom ace-
cidents to the facf that the track is main-
tained in good order. The reason why 1
hrought up the matter of the fenre is he-
cause we have a tremendous number of un-
employed men and it should be possible 10
employ them on the work of repairing this
fence.

Mr. Corboy: You would have them ve-
pairing fences on the other side of the road,

Mr. BROWXN: The wire fences are in
mueh better order. There should he wire
fonres all along the line. The fenee [ refer
to is a very old ane. In some places it i3
beyond repaiv. A new fence is required,

My, Corhoyv: You want new railways.

Mr. BROWN: Take the Karlgarin vail-
way, this railway ought to he completed il
placed under the control of the Railway
Department. Under the system under which
it is at present being eonducted, we lind that,
although wheat and superphosphate are car-
ried at the same rates as those charged by
the Ruilwav Department general merchan-
dise is carvied at a special rate.

Mr. Corhoy: You are lucky, berause he-
fore, the higher rate was pavable on the
wheat and superphosphate also.

Mr. BROWN: Yes. The settler- appre-
ciate what has been done for them. hut
the Government are losing a tremendons
amount of revenue hy adopting the system
[ have mentioned.
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Mr. Corboy: Do vou mean to say thai
those settlers, although they have got the
railway, are using moter fransport?

AMr. BROWN: Yes.

Mr, Corboyx: Although thev have the rail-
way?!

Me. BROWN: That is so. For instance,
I had an application for 60 1ons of timber
reqiired to build a hall at Kartgarin for
the local agrienltural socicty. The society
were (nite willing te have the titnher earviod
over the railway line from Lake Grace, pro-
vided it eoulil be ecarvied at the usual rate.
The Railway Departinent vetfused o carry
it at the nsual rate.

Mr. Corhoy: Not the Railway Bepar-
ment ?

Mr. BROWN : 1 have every reason lo he-
lieve thui that timber was earvted [rom Kon-
dinin.

Ar. Corbov: The people who huilt i«
hall had the timber earted by road? They
do not deserve n railway,

The Minister for Roilways: Theyv do ot
You ure quite right.

Mr. BROWN : It is possible that general
merchandise iz now earted by truck from
RNondinin, It may he earted all the way
from Perth hy road. The railways mnst
cater for the publie.

The Minister for Railwags:
run them Ler nothing.

Mr. BROWXN: We wouder why the peonle
are using moetor trucks. T am giving the
reason. [ do not approve of it myself.

The Minister for Railways: How do
farmers get their superphosphate?

Mr. Corboy: Let them cart their super-
phospliate by motor trucks and their wheat
also,

Mr. BROWN: They appreciaie having
their wheat and superphusphate earried over
the railways. -

Mr. Corboy: Thev do not deserve a rail-
way at all

Mr. BROWN: 1 do not think it is quite
right, These people are extremely lucky
to have a railway, However, things are
et 20 line now that the Earmer must save
every farthing he possibly can.

Mr. Corboy: If there were no railways,
would private enterprise carry goods at the
same rate as the Railway Department? The
prople yvou referred to could not have built
a public hall at all had it not been for the
railways,

T

lat 15 right :
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Mr. BROWNXN: What 1 say applies, [ sup-
pose, to other districts as well, 1 would
like u mininnun charge fixed for earrying
wheat, irrespective of the quantity. At the
present Gime, there is n minimum charge
for a quantity of not less than G tons. A
case was brought under my notice reeently.
A man at Dwarda had 19 bags of wheat,
weighing 1 ton B ewt. 11 eost £2 5s, 2d,,
or 30s, u ewt., or 1{d. o bushel to get those
14 bags down to PPerth. 1t may be won-
dered why this man had only 19 bags of
wheat,  After sceding a man may  have
Y or 20 bags over. He¢ had not enough
to fill a truek, and he had no alternative
but fto send it down to Perth for sale.

Mr. Corboy: Why did he not send it by
motor truek?

Mr. BROWN: Beeause his truek is nat
licensed for that purpose. lle could, how-
ever, have hired a fully licensed truck to
take it down at a cheaper rate.

The Minister for Railways: In the case
vou mentioned do vou snegest we should
muke o general reduction in freight?

Mr, BROWXN: No. |
charged fixed for wheat,
whys carry lirst, second
goods at varyving rates.

The Minister for Railways: Why did he
not take the wheat to Narvrogin? 1t is not
far,

Mr. BROWN: What is happening is that
many meu are using horse teams to take
their wheat Lo Narrogin 1o be gristed. Motor
trucks are alse used for the same purpose.
Farmers who ave fortunate enough to own
trucks can use them to tike their wheat
to the nearest mill. They are doing so
now. However, if the mintmum charge were
reduced, in my opinion they would patron-
ise the railways. A number of farmers
coulid join together and make up a truek
load, bat that is not always econvenient.
It would be in the interests of the depart-
ment to reduce their minimnm rate on wheat.

The Minister for Tands: 1f you would
keep vour railways you must make them

“y.

Mr. BROWNXN: Many of the storekeepers
in the country are using trucks, but no
man loyal to the railways will nse trucks.
Tt has been suggested that for big fowns
like York, Northam and Toodyay the
rnilways shouid have a flat rate for all
gons.

My, Sleeman: All exeept super.

wang 2 minimun
I know the rail-
and  third-class
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Mr. BROWN: It is thought the people
would then patronise the railways instead
of the motor trucks. I am inclined io think
that myself.

Mr. Marshall: You never thought any-
thing in your life,

Mr. BROWNX: It certainly would be ad-
vantageous to the railways to reduce their
minimum rate on wheat. 1 was In accord
with the memher for Geraldton when he
referred to the retrenchment of mauy of
our young men from the railways. I have
known young fellows who joined the ser-
vice at 16 years of age, going into the
workshops at Midland, or perhaps acting
as porters on counfry stations. They had to
sit for their examinations periodically, and
after a few years they are now retrenched
from the railways, Having served the mosi
impressionable years of their lives in the
service, they are not of much use for any
other occupation. I understand the rail-
ways are irying to ‘meet those young fel-
lows who have been retrenched by piving
them part-time employment, but I wapt to
know is there any possibility of those
young men ever again being engaged per-
manently on the railways

Mr. Corboy: How can the railways want
men while you farmers are carting your
stuff over the roads?

Mr. BROWN: I am told there is not
much chance of those young fellows being
reinstated on a permanent hasis.

Mr. Panton: What are you going to do
about it?

Mr. BROWN: When a new railway is
built and handed over to the Commissioner,
it cannot be made to pay for the first few
years, and so it adds to the diffienlties of
the Commissioner.

Mr. Panton: Is it not the responsibility
of the furmers to help make the railways
pay by using them?

Mr. BROWX: The motor traffic is the
difficulty. The Minister eannot shut his
eyes to that. The question is, how are
we going to combat the motor traffie? This
vear a lot of wool was bronght down by
road which ought to have been brought
down Ly rail. Of eourse, mntor frock
owners have to pav fees amounting {o £40
a year.

Mr. Marshall: If T were Minister for
Works, I would stop the lot of them.
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Mr. BROWN: This year Pingelly sent
more wool by rail than ever before. It is
the people outback who are using the
motor trucks. As I say, it is impossible
for a new railway line to pay at frst, and
s0 it s not fair that the Commissioner
should be cxpeeted te make that line pay.
It should be maintained out of general
revenue. Personally I will always patron-
ise the railways.

Mr. Corboy: On your gold pass!

Mr. BROWN: What about other mem-
hers? After all is said and done, we ought
to he promd of our railway system and
proud of our railway officers who keep
that system free from accident. No other
country in the world can compare with us
in that regard.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.23]: I was
interested to hear the vemarks of the mem-
ber for Geraldton, for by reason of his past
experience as Minister for Railways he is
closely in touch with many of the railway
problems. I understand that about two years
ago the Midland Railway Workshop engi-
neers suggested to the Conumissioner for Rail-
ways that railway work should he rationed.
Clearly, had that suggestion heen adopted a
great deal of suffering would have been
saved, for it would have meant that all rail-
way men would have had some work and so
the Government would have bheen saved a
zaod deal of expense in providing relief, All
the ratlway men would have been maintained
on part-time, and so would have had at least
some money to take hamme at the end of each
fortnight. It is fragie that so many young
railway men should be forced out of work,
and it seems to me that if the rationing pro-
rosal had been adopted they could very
casily have received special considerafion.
Rationing would have =aved a great deal of
suffering amonest the workers in the rail-
wavs, and in turn the reflected saving to the
Grovernment would have been considerable,
I am sorvy the Minister should be giving
consideration to the possible installation of
a trackless tramway.

Mr. Kenneallvy: You always are against
progress.

My, SAMPSON: T am not awarve that the
hon., member knows much aheut frackless
trams. If he does, it iz an onsis in a desert
of lack of knowladee.

Ay, Corboy: You are an authority an lack
of knowledee!
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Mr, SAMPSON: I bave a pretty good idea
of the hon. member’s capacity. However, I
do mnot wish to pursue that, because, if
one speaks the truth one says something
unpleasant. 1 do not claim to know very
much about trackless trams, buf I rode in
one ont from Leeds to Otlex on the River
Wharfe. That was in 1928, and doubtless some
progress has been made since then. The
tram was slow and cumbersome, and I shounid
say that for city travelling it was very un-
suifable. Otley is not a big town, and praec-
tically the roads were availahle to the tram
alone. T submit that preater consideration
should be given to the putting on of motor
bukes, which are far more {lexible, ensier and
cheaper to run and better in every respect
than trackless trams.

Thoe Minister for Railways: And they run
on imported fuel.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister will say
that the fuel for the trackless trams comes
from Collie. 1 agree there is something in
that, but if we earry that argument farther,
it might be, in view of the progress made in
transport by means of producer gas, that we
would he able to rnn our motor buses in the
same way as agricultural tractors are being
.

The Minister for Railways: It i= not a
tuestion of what we might do, but of what
we are able to do.

Alr. SAMPSON: Great progress has been
made in tractors operated by producer gas.

Mr. Hegney: Do you suggest the Minister
should wait until that system is adapted to
trams?

Mr. SAMPSON: 1 soggest that anything
in the way of a trackless tram would be a
mistake. It would pay hetter to purchase the
necessary rails—we ean provide the sleepers,
anyvhow—and run the track as it is being run
to-day. The provision of trackless trams is
an innovation.

The Minister for Railways: Tt is notk.

My, SAMPSOXN : In this couniry it is, and
it means a departure from standardisation,
which is prejudicial from the standpomnt of
economical administration and  operation.
Having ridden in one of the trackless trams,
T consider it would he a mistake to intro-
dnee them here.

The Minister for Railways: What about an
Irish jaunting car?

Mr. SAMPSON: T have ridden in an Irish
Jaunting car and also in a train in Ireland
that ran on one rail. Tt is being said the
world over that the davs of the tramecar are

[ASSEMBLY.]

numbered, that tlus is the day of motor
transport, and I hope consideration will be
given to that aspect before & new system of
passenger conveyance in the form of track-
less trams is adopted. Regarding the power
house, T am not particular whether it is sold
to a private company or to the local anthori-
ties. T realise the difficultics confronting the
Government. Both the ex-Minister for Rail-
ways and the present Minister have been
deeply sympathetic to the need for making
extensions, but lack of funds has rendered
that impossible. I hope that the monopoly
enjoyed by the Government will be disposed
of, subject to conditions fair to all parties
being imposed, so that we can ensure that
the people who require electric current will
be supplied.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [9.32]:
TWhen one considers the figures in the Com-
missioner’s report showing the reduction in
staff and cxpenditure as compared with
working expenscs genervally, one wonders
how the figures have been arvived at. The
report states that the wages decrease for the
vear was £589,000, while the veduction
of working expenses for the year was
£487,000. There secins to be zome disérep-
ancy. The Hstimates show that in the
Commnisstoner's Department, where the heads
are located, there is io be increased expen-
diture this year amounting to £3,300, hat
for wages and salaries for the traffic and
niechanieal hranch, a decrease of something
like £54,000 is shown. Tf the administration
is going to cost more, there must he some-
thing wrong with the management. T do not
know whether I have placed a wrong con-
struction on the figures, but that is what the
fizures eonvey. Mention is mnde in the
Conunissioner’s report of the lack of funds
tn eontinne the work of ballasting the Sonth-
West line. Members who have had experi-
ence of rallway work knmow that to stint
maintenanee is not only detrimental to the
system hut creates a heavy burden to be
borne in later years. Considering the enor-
mous depreeiation that has occurred, hun-
dreds of thousands of pounds will be re-
quired to restore the system to its previous
standard, and if this work is not undertaken:
the time will come when onr railways will
not he alhle to show the results they should.
Recently we have had experience of what
the railways ean do. For many years I
have heen urging the Government to con-
gider means for combating the opposition to
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the State’s transport system. The Commis-
sioner of Railways and the chief transport
officers are paid high salaries to look after
transport affairs, but they have noi been
able to visualise the needs of transport in
the metropolitan area and we have lost much
of the tratfic to motor buses. It is hard to
tax those people off the road because
they come inte competition with the
railways. The railway authorities should
have combated the opposition when it
was {irst  experienced.  If  thev  had
seriously considered the position at the
time and had introduced motor buses to eom-
bat the opposition, we would not have lost
the traffic as we have done. We can only
blame those at the head of affairs for the
existing position. Proof of that is to he
found in the recent illustrations that the
railway authorities are waking up. It seems
to me that the younger ollicers are abls
to exert a little influence over the older
officials and consequently we are getting von-
cessions that were not given some years ago.
Let me refer to the “Back to Railway
Week.” We do not wang a “Back to Rail-
way Week.,” Lt must he “Back to the rail-
ways forever” Thut is possible it the rail-
ways provide ellicient service. 1t will not
be accowmplished by depleting the service or
cutting down the maintenance costs. 1 do
not often travel in the metropolitan trains,
but on Tuesday last I had occasion to go
to Midland Junction. At the central sta-
tion I entered a carriage that was certainly
nof a credit to the department. A [fellow
passenger who had paid a first class fare
to Bayswater remarked, “Look at that ecar-
riage, and the railway people expect wo-
men fo trave! in a compartment like that
when they have the choice of travelling in
a bus” It was a standing disgrace to the
department to run a carriage in sueh bad
condition. It is false economy. 1 suppose
some member of the cleaning staff had been
retrenched and that that accounted for the
disgraceful state of the carringe. The de-
partment ought to consider matters of that
kind. Service is the first essential., If the
mailways give efficient serviee, the iraffic
will return to them. The reduction of
fares in the metropolitan area has proved
8 great success, but there is further scope
for enterprise in this direction. I belong
to a seaside resort, and people will travel
to that resart if reasonable facilities are
granted them. At the Bunbury end we can
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provide atiractions to entertain them if the
railways will only contibue to transport
them as they have done on one or two oc-
casions for a reasonable fare,

Mr, Marshall: Why do not the motor bus
people cater for it?

Mr. WITHERS: They have too few
buses. Quite recently a sports gathering
was arranged at Bunbury and we tried to
arrange & train service from Perth for the
cecasion. The railway authorities could not
realise the possibilities and we had to guar-
antee £75 hefore they would run a frain.
Yet hefore the day was out, the department
had to run three trains of 30 coanches which
eavried some 2,000 passengers, and instead
of £75, they got about £600 for the day’'s
work. That propesal was not suggested by
the chief transport officers; it was suggested
by a man in Bunbury as a means of bene-
fiting the railway revenue. Tast week-end
the department instituted another system,
namely that of running Sunday trains at a
fare of 7s. Gd., and they got (00 passengers.
{On the week-end train that left Perth on
Saturday night they issued second elass
tickets for 12s, 6d. and something like 150
passengers fook advantage of that excur-
sion. Opportunifies of that kind are offer-
ing throughout the State and the depart-
ment should take advantage of them.

The Minister for Railways: That is not
so; there is only one Bunbury.

Mr. WITHERS: If the department ran
excursions of the kind fairly often, the rev-
enue would be benefited. ¥t should not be
necessary to ask for guarantees when such
traffic is offering; the department shoaid
look out for traffic and cater for it. T hope
the olficials will take this matter into con-
sideration and will realise that when there
is a chanee to make money, they should not
eonsider the rate-per-mile rule before agree-
ing to run a train. That is a very eonser-
vative method of working and something
more up-to-date is required. There are quite
a lot of things for the department, if not
to learn, te put into operation. Regardizy
trackless trams, T do not know whether it
is intended to vun them on estakiished
routes or continue existing services with the
present facilities.

AMr. Kenneally: They will not be run to
Banbury.

Mr. WITHERS: Wo do rt want them
hecause thev wonlt not earrv  enough
prople. Do tke Government intend to run
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the trackless trams in eompetition- with es-
tablished hus services? If the new system
is going to he of any sadvantage, the frack-
less trams should be run in competition with
the buses, That would bes just a way of
vetting rid of the buses that have established
serviges in opposition to the rai'ways. The
report of the Commissioner makes mention
of the timbher mill, whieh is in the Thwellin-
gup area. I refer to this because T saw
timber arriving at Bunbury to he used as
firewood. I do not know whether it hal
heen ent out of long lengths of timber, but
a truck T looked at contained dry, seasoned
seantling in 3-foot lengths, and it all ap-
peared to be of remmarkably good quality.
Rather than use scantling of that kind for
firewood for the locomotives, it wounld he
better to seek other avenues for firewood.
Tt seomed to me to be a waste of good ma-
terial to use such timber for firawood, While
the Government are considering ways of
saving money, they should also consider how
the bhuildings throughout the szervice ar:
deteriorating.  Buildings are in need of
painting and repairs and are falling into
a dilapidated coundition. As (he member
for Pingelly pointed out, even some of the
fences have fallen into disrepair. It is time
the svstem was hrought up tn standard so
that the publie would have sowne incentive to
use it {o the fullest extent, Then we would
he able to pride ourselves upon it and make
the hest possible use of it.

MR, J. I. MANN (Reverley) [943]: T
wish 1o refer particvlarly to railway fares
in eountry districts. There has heen a ve-
duetion in this direction in the metropolitan
area hut not in the country. Trains which
run in the Great Southern distriets are to-
day practically empty. TFares have certainly
not been reduced there. T am suve that if
fares were reduced in the country districts
so many more people would usc the service
that a creatly increased revenne wonld re-
sult. Even if the fares were radnced 50 per
eent. T feol certain that more revenune would
eome in. :

The Minister for Railwavs: Nol on vonr
life!

Mr. J. I. MANN: We frequently see
trains consisting of four or five eoaches and
containine in all not more than 25 or 39
pnssengers.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The Minister for Railways: Tou wonld
have to get 100 per cent. increase in pas-
sengers if you reduced fares like that.

Mr. J. T. MANN: At present only a hand-
ful of people are using the trains, The dis-
tonee betweeen Perth and Beverley is 90
miles, but a train takes five hours to do the
jonrney. A person eéan cover that distance
by wotor car in 234 hours. The Monday
morning frain leaves Beverler at 6 o'clock,
and arrives in Perth af half-past ten. On
other davs it leaves at 10 minutes to six and
arrives in Perth at 10.55. There are too
many delays along the track, and too many
refreshment rooms to eause the journey to
he broken, There seems to he no sign of
hnrry to get the train through. There are
stoppages at Chidlows, Speneer’s Brook,
York and so forth. I notice that if the train
is n quarter of an hour late when arriving
at Beverley, it is still able to reach Perth
at the proper time, I wish te compliment
the railways upon the greater pnneloality ot
ronning. Evidently there has Leen a general
shaking up in the serviee, and lhe trains are
ranning mueh  closer to schedule than
used to be the ease.  Transport on the
spur lines is not what it onght to he
Women and children travelling on the Nar-
emheen and Kondinin lines arrive at Mer-
reilin at the early honr of 4 o’clock in the
morning. 1t is a very long, slow journey,
No one scems fo eare about hurrying. Tt
ought to he possible to give the people oul-
Lhack ihe advantage of steam coaches on
some af the lines. Tt would be better to
use the main trains as goods trains, and
the stenm coaches lor the passenger ser-
viee. Only in that way will it be possible
to attract public support to the system, I
must say, however, that during the last iwo
vears greater efficieney has bheen shown in
the conduet of the railwavs. Station-mnsters,
porters and others seem now fo be eatering
for trade, whereas at one Lime they did net
seem to eare who came or wenf. Tt was no
wonder that ecompetition with the railways
came inte exiztenee and proved so success-
ful.  The emplovees have now wakened up
to the importance of the service anild to the
fact, T suppose, that their livelihoods are
at stake. T hope there will he a reduetion
in railway fares. Only comparatively few
peaple are vsing the rnilwayvs to-gay. Alone
the Gireat Southern there are many farmers
who would be only too zlad to send their
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wives and families to the seaside if reducerd
fares were offered to them. Some vears ngo
it was possible to get a return ticket between
Perth and Albany for 30s. This concession
included Beverley and Pingelly. To-day the
fare is between £3 and {4

Mr. Withers: People used to travel he-
fween Cue and Geraldton for £1.

Mr, J. I. MAXN: The fares are alto-
gether too high. The railways ave contin-
ually showing a deficit. The chief trouhle
must lie with the administration.

The Minister for Lands: The hikes have
heen suceessinl.

Mr. J. 5. MANN: Yes, If a little ginger
was put into the railway administration we
should soon see results. It is verv costly
to run motor transport. [ know of men who
"have to pay £40 or £50 a vear on their
trucks, but they are able to moke a good
living. It is mest necessary that country
fares should be reduced. Tt seems to me that
everything is for the city, and that it does
not matter what happens in the country.

ME. EENNEALLY (East Perth) {9.50]:
ft appears to me that there are some
members who wonld like to sce the
railways show a greater loss than thev ave
showing to-day. One -of the references in
the report of the Commissioner is to the
eifect that a gift of £50,000 has been made
to the woolgrowers. 1f that does not return
interest and reduee the deficit on the rail-
ways, members of the cross-benches will uo
doulit he the first to draw attention to the
loss, even though it has heen intensified hy
the endeavour of the department to help the
wool-growing industry.

Mr. J. T. Mann: Unless there is an alteru-
tion in the condition of cur primary indus-
fries, there will =non be no railway trans-
poert at all.

Mr, KENNEALLY : Unlesz the farmers
1ease to make a convenience of the railways,
there will soon he no farmers in the eoun-
try.

My, J. L Mann: We want a combination
of the two.

Mr. KEXNNEALLY: Tt is not a profitable
proposition for farmers to allow their super
and wheat, the freight on which is very low,
to be carried by the railwavs, and then to
nse motor transport for all those other goods
on which the [reight is comparatively high.
If they want a continuanee of cheap freighls

1

on super, ete., they must give the railways
the benefit of the freight ou the other com-
modities in order to make up for that.

Mr. Marshall: Motor transport has te pay
for the roads,

Mr. KENXEALLY: We have prided
ourseives on having had such a great tree-
dom from accidents on our railways. We
shall zoon arrive at the time when we ean
hoast of that no longer. The railways have
heen freer from general accidents, or acei-
dents involving personal injury ond loss of
lite, than the railways in any other part of
the Commonwenlth, hut we are running a
hig rvisk of losing thut fine record,

The Minister for Railways: Oh no.

Mr. KENNFALLY: T think 1 shall be
able to show that we are running that risk,
by quoting no less an authority than
the Commussioner  himself.  Notwith-
slanding the great reductions in staff, the
railway employees arve performing yeoman
service. During the year under review the
staff has heen reduced hy over 940 persons,
anl vet exzel'ent work has been pertormed.
I do not ngree that the officers of the de-
partment have only lately awakened. The
railways have heen manned by men who
know their job and are prepared to earry
it ont on all occasions, at the eall of the
country and of the departinent. All hands
are giving a splendid veturn for the money
they earn. I wish to deal now with the
maintenance of Ways and Works. In 1928
the cost of this maintenanee was £731,000.
In the following vear it wus £748,123, and
in 1930 it was £800,784. This year it is
only £470,34d, TIf we take the amount ex-
pended in 1930, £800,784, and deduct from
it the amount spent this year, we find that
£330,240 less has been spent on the main-
tenance of Ways and Works this year than
was the case two years ago. If we add to
that the difference between 1931 and 1930,
£224061, we find that in the two years
under review £554,301 less has been paid
in maintenance on Wayvs and Works than
was previously spent. The Minister savs
we are not getting near the time when
we shall forfeit our claim to running
the railways without risk to passengers,
Either the Minister is of opinion that the
money previously expended was wasted, or
he must agree that it is  necessary tr
spend money in ensuring the safety of the
railways. The Commisioner’s report to
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Farhunment bristles with a ery of despair
concerning the safety of the railways, and
it is time members took some notice of it.
When I was directly conneccted with the
serviee I remember waiting on a pre-
vipus Commissioner. When anything is put
up to the head of the railways he at onc:
«desires to get into a safe position. T have
hiad it pointed out to me hy previous Com-
missioners that they desire to put on re-
cord warnings to the Government of the
‘day. Tt then hecomes the responsibility
of the CGovernment to take action. T do not
blame the Commissioner. I ean see that
the present oceupant of the position
has adopted the idea of safety first. He is
reporting to the Minister and Parliament
that the danger signal is hanging out. T
do not expect him to upbraid the Minister
or Parhiament, but he goes as close to that
as he ean. He says that the maintenance
of Ways and Works expenditure declined
this vear- by £106,179, and when compared
with that of the year 1930 the decrease
amounted to £330,240. This heavy decline,
he says, illustrates that every avenue for
postponing expenditure has been exploited.
and thaf, as pointed out in his last report.
the leeway will have to be made up when
times age wore propitious. The savings
in transportation, £126,362, and loecomotive
power £119,532, were puartly due to reduced
traffic, veduced wages and fuel hill,
and the postponement of repairs to
rolling stoek partly accounts for the
deercase under that heading. The Com-
missioner goes further in his report
in that reravd. Not only does he point ont
that position, but he refers to the safety of
the track wnd ind'eates that economy has
rone the limit. Tealing with that phasze. and
after pontine onut thai the staff comprises
0929 fower officers than in former years, he
SUVE—

Maintenance was further cortailed in the
way of postponcment of repairs to rolling
stock, re-slecpering, cte,, which means that
future years’ earnings will be mulet to make
up the leewny, IHowever, the whole system

has been kept np to standard commensurate
with the traffic offering and depressed times,

There is a definite statement indicating, as
the member for (eraldton (1on. J, C, Will-
cock) pointed out, that the system haz heen
kept up to standard only commensurate with
the traffie offening and the depressed times.
Because there is less traffic hanled over the
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lines, that does not mean we can afford to
pay less attention o repaivs, It is the adop-
tion of that poliey elsewhere that has led to
dillienlties rvegarding safe working. The
Commissioner males another interesting ob-
servation with vegard to hoilers, and says in
his report—

One  hundred  and  sixty-four locomotive
boilers passed through the workshops, of
which 60 were generally overhanled.  [Pive
new boilers were construeted for maintenance
purposes. This is far helow the usual output,
and is the reselt of the reduction in work-
shops staff through the depression. The
neeessity for heavy hoiler replacements will
require scrious consideration in the near
future.

All these remarks hy the Commissioner tend
to indicate the legaey that will he lebt to a
futere Administration, There has been a
paring down helow the safety point, and it
will be left to someone else in the tuture to
shoulder the burden. It almost appeavs as
though the Minister realises that he will not
oceupy his position much longer, and has
conecived the idea that the brighter he can
make the position scen now, the easier it will
be for him, and his successor will have to
accept the responsibility of making up the
leeway. While that may e all right from
the standpoint of the Minister, it will only
ercate a mwore diflicult position for his sue-
€OSSOr,

The Minister for Railwavs: Are vou try-
ing to make a joke?

My, KEXNEALLY : There is no necessity
to do that; the Minister himszelf is a joke.
In another paragraph the Commissioner
draws attention to the fact that another
lezaey is heing left for a future Administra-
tion. He goes on to say—

The corrosion in boilers owing to the quality
of the water, particulariy that from the Gold-
fields Water Supply, is a serious question, and

heavy cxpenditure on boiler maintenance is
imminent.

Mr. Brown: Do you not think that some
of those engines should be serapped, as they
are out of date?

- = 10 \ - A ST

Mr. KENNEALLY : A good many of them
have heen scrapped.  Dealing  with  re-
sleepering, the Commissioner reports—

In the last guarter of the financial year
73,642 slecpers were rencwed in the main lines
by special gangs, which assisted in a small
measure to alleviate the position brought
about by the financial stringency. Iowever,
there are a number of sleepers in inferier con-
dition, and heavy cxpenditure will be neces-
sary in the near future to overtake arrears in
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this connection. With 4,235 miles of main
line, approximately 9,000,000 sleepers are in
the road bed, and even with a life of 20 years,
430,000 sleepers should be renewed annually
if permunent way is to be kept up to the
standard desired by the Administration.

On the Commissioner’s own showing, the pro-
viston falls far helow the necessary re-
sleepering that should be done annualiy. We
are allowing the track to tall into disrepair,
iand it will be the responsibility of the Min-
irter’s  cuecessor to remedy the position.
Dealing with bridges and culverts, the Com-
misstoner sayvs—

There are many old bridges throughout the
system which have practically reached the
end of their nseful life. 'Their entire recon-
struction is very necessary in many cases, and
this work will be pressed forward as oppor-
tunity offers,

Here again it will be seen that all this work
is for the future. Dealing with jetties, the
Commissioner savs—

Extensive repairs to the Hopetoun jetty
were commenced at the latter end of the
year, and a number of walings and braces
were renegwed, Further renewals will he ear-
ried out as funds permit.

Regarding the position at Esperance, the
Commissioner reports—

The Fsperance jetty was maintained soffi-
eiently well to meet shipping requirements.
A number of condemned piles were replaced
and piers were strengthened. Tt cannot be
denied that the whole structure is too weak
for the «lass of shipping it is called upon to
serve.

On the suhject of hallasting the Commis-
sioner savs—

It is a matter for regret that Eurther funds
could not he provided for the re-ballasting of
the Perth-Bunbury line and for improving the
position pointed ont in my last annval report
regarding the condition of the present class
of ballast on that section, whirh has beenme
quite unsuitable for the locomotives and ¢lass
of traflic it has to carry.

Notwithstanding the Commissioner's com-
ments, the Jlinister lightly passed this

phase over. Me said that the position was
noft serious enough in that respect, hut I
hope the Committee will not he content to
allow matters to drift along until our rail-
way system is in the same eondition, from
the standpoint of safe working, that has
characterised the system in some of the other
States. There they would not spend the
money neeessary for the protection of human
life conveved over their railway systems, with
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unfortunate vesults, I want to draw the
atlention of the Minister to unother mat-
ler. At the Naval Base, a number of trucks
are housed and they seem to be dizappear-
ing piecemeal. Timber from the sides of
the tiueks is evidont’s being  used  for
domestic  purposes.

Hon. A. MeCallum: That is a reflection
upon my electors!

My, KENXNEALLY: The eclectors refer-
ved to by the hon, member mnst bhe very
painataking hecatise some of the metal work
has also disappeared from the wagzons,
When tralfie inerenses, thoce wagons will
he requirved for active work, and extra ex-
penditure will have fo be incurred to effect
vepaire.  When that time comes members
sitting  behind the Government will say,
“When we were i power, we made the rail-
ways pay. Why don’t you make them pay?”
l.ater on when the extra expenditure will
have to he faeed by a future Administra-
tion, those members will be the first to com-
plain of increased costs. I want it placed
on record that the heavy expenditure which
some future Administration may have to
incur will be the result of the negleet of
the present Government to maintain the
trucks in an efficient state of repair. Trucks
can be found at variouns sidings. They have
heen red-earded and blue-labelled and thrown
out of use. 1 have some slight knowledge
of the expenditure nucessary to place into
servire again trucks that have been lefi out
in the weather and not cared for. As we
aie likely to reonire those trucks for the
coming harvest, I am of opinton that the
present time is opportune to get them rve-
-paired. If the work is put in hand, addi-
tional workmen will be required. I want
to draw attention to the aintude of the de-
partment towards its employeez who, as
most memhers on hoih sides of the House
will admit. are doing their work in a credit-
able manner. In a previous debate I bad
vecasion to direct attention to the position
that had arisen not only in Awustralia hut
throughout the world with respeet to hours
of labour. We find the Government of the
day ignoring all schools of thought that
are advorating shorter hours.  On  the
other hand, the Government on every con-
ccivable  oceasion  are endeavouring  to
lengthen their employees’ hours of work,
The Minister may say, as he has said he-
fore, that that is the Commissioner’s job.
I do not think we can aceept that, because
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we cannot exempt the Government from
some of the responsibility in that respeet. I
am of optnion that the lengthening of hours
of work will not solve the unemployment
problem. IE the honrs of labour in the Rail-
way Department be increased by one-
twelfth, we invariably find that one-twelfth
of the men engaged become superfluous.
Under present conditions, the Government
will dismiss them from the railways, and
then they will have to seek sustenance. Con-
finual increases in the number of hours to
be worked, and continual reduetions in
wages are not going to solve the unemploy-
ment problem.  The Railway Department,
hy their attitude at the present time, secm
to think that is the only methed by which
the problem ean he solved. 1 desire
to cxpress my opposition to the Govern-
ment’s attitude towards the hours of lahour
of tramway workers. When the Government
are asking for reduced wages and increased
working hours, they ordinarily instruct their
representative to point out the loss that is
heing incurred in a particular concern. The
Government wade application to the Arhi-
tration Court quite recently to increase the
Lkours of the men employed by the Tramway
Department from 44 to 48 hours per . week.
Now, let us analyse the position from the
financial point of view of the tramways.
We find that in 1931 the loss on the tram-
ways was £4,367. For the year ended June,
1932, the profit made by the tramways was
£9,342) s0 that the year's operations eon-
verted the loss of £8,367 into a profit of

£9,342, This made a total difference to the
year's transactions of £18,709, In face of
that improved position, the department
made an upplication to the Arbitration

Court to increase the hours of lahour from
44 to 48. What surprises me is that the
department get such loyal service from its
officers. Tt does not scemn to matter to the
Government, or in this case, the Commis-
stoner—and no doubt he is acting under the
Government’s instructions—whether the men
perform their work well or not, In con-
nection with the Tramway Department, the
anthorities waited on the men and asked
them if they would work fewer hours and
50 obviate the necessity for dismissing 40
or 50 men. The men agreed to do so; they
accepled the shorter working week and less
pay. Notwithstanding that the men agreed
to do that, the department applied to the
Arhitration Court to increase the hours of
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work of the men still emploved., Actions
like that compel the men to ask themselves
whether it is worth while trying to mect the
department in a reasonable manner. We
are told that during the year when the profit
of £9,000 was made, the track was kept in
clficient order, as well as the rolling stock
and overhead equipment. In view of that
¢reditable result, ean hon. members justify
the application for the extension of the
kours of work of these men? If they can,
T should like to hear the justifieation. Re-
ferenee has been made to the trolley buses
or trackless trams and sowme little opposi-
tion has been shown to them., When the
member for Swan (JMr. Sampson) was
speaking | said he is usoally to be found
against progress. Where progress is to he
found, the hon. member is absent.

Mr. Sampson: What do vou mean by pro-
gress ¥

My, KENXNEALLY: In that respeet the
position he occupies in this House is nnigue.
Whilst he opposes the policy of sending
any printing out of this country, when it
ecomes to na poliey that means work for
people in other industries in this State he
would prefer to send the work abroad. All
work can go out of the State except print-
ing, an industry in which he is engaged.
The trolley buses or trackless trams will he
an improvement on the existing system. No-
thing could be worse than trams running
on that track from Barrack-street to Hill-
street in its present condition. Deputations
have watted on the Minister, and we were
promised that the track would be relaid, and
Lhat as soon as a gang of men had finished
at Mi. Hawthorn they would he put on to
that work. However, the Treasurer said
there was no money with which to do that
or anv other work. Since then the tramway
track has become worse than ever, and we
had a few derailments there before the
iraffic was stopped, That is why I am
anxious to see that the same thing does not
oceur on the railways; for whilst we ecan
have a derailment on a tramway track with-
out loss of life or even Injury, if we let the
railways get down we eannot continue to
vun them with any degree of safety, for
we eannot afford to play with human life.
At present with a reduetion in two years of
over half a million in the money spent on
the maintenance of our railways, we are
simply playving with the safety of human
life. The Minister should give attention
to the preparing of a road for
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this trackless tram. One portion of
the track has been closed, and there should
he no dilfienlty in making good that section
of the road. When we waited uwpon the
Minister about this system he pointed out
that the engineers of the tramways and
the railways had said it was a question
whether the existing track should be cov-
ered over, the lines heing left there, or
whether the line and the sleepers should
be taken up and a permanent road made
te carry the proposed new system for
some considerable time without repairs be-
ing required. The closing of that system
and the running of the trams through Hay
street to Hill-street will enable the Minis-
ter to get to work on that road. Then there
is the section from the junction of Welling-
ton-street and Hill-street 0 the end of
Kengington-street. If an immediate start
be not made in getting that road ready it
will mean additional delay. Then it will
be necessary Lo give atiention to the ex-
tension of that serviece. The Minister has
pointed out that the proposed extension
will not eost a great deal of money. Ex-
perience in both tramway and railway
working teaches me that a spur line is far
more expensive to operate than is a con-
tinuous system. So I say it will be neces-
sary to give attention to the extension of
the present Kensington-street tram, fo con-
nect with the Maylands tram or, if the
crossing of the railway line be an insup-
crable bar, alternalively aitention should
be given to conneeting up with the car
bharn, via either Trafalgar-road or Jewel-
street, in order to do away with the spur
line, and so allow the system to be worked
at lesser cost.  Referenee has been made
to the proposed =sale of the electricity
power house, Usnally when members, par-
ticularly those opposite, advoeate the sale
of a Government utility, the first thing
they point to is the loss entailed by that
utilitv. But in this instanee they find
themselves in a difficulty, becaunse the
audited fgures do not permit of that plea.
For years past the power house has been
showing a continnous yearly profit. In
1928 there was a profit of £11,734, in 1929
a profit of £7.763, in 1930 a profit of £16,-
8G9, in 1931 a profit of £7,717, and in 1932
the bizgest profit of all, namely £17,871
Over the five vears the total profit to Con-
solidated Revenue from the power house
was no less than £61,894. No wonder that
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people with capacious financial paws are
reaching out after it. But the sorry feai-
ure is that we should have a Minister who
is prepared even to listen to overtures for
the sule of this people’s property which is
paying so well. It is proposed to negotiate
for the sale of it. As a matter of fact, the
general manager apparently is now cart-
ing the propositien around Eurepe trying
to dispose of it.

The Minister for Lands:
correet.

Mr. KENXEALLY: He has gone as far
as England, and we do not know how much
farther.

Mr. Angelo: He has gone to buy trolley
buses.

The Minister for Lands:
to supply information.

My, KENNEALLY : He has gone to get
information and send if oul here.

The Minister for Lands: We want to
find out who they are and what they can
do.

Mr. RENNEALLY: I am afraid the
Government are taking a step which will
not make for clean action towards this
community.

Member: That is hot.

Mr. KENNEALLY : It is not hotter than
is required when we send the wmanager to
England to vend the proposition.

The Minister for Lands: He is not vend-
ing it

Mr. KENNEALLY: He has gone to Fng-
tand, and the Minister cannot say that people
were not out here viewing the power house

That is not

He has gone

hefore the manager went te England, The
Mini+ter cannot deny that.
The Minister for Lands: So far as we

know, they were not.

M. KENNEALLY:
not know much,

The Minister for lands:
firm?

Mr. KENNEALLY : Before the manaver
went to England, people were out here secur-
ing information, and apparently the man-
ager has gone Home to give it to them.

The JMinister docs

Who were the

The Minister for Lands: Well. it was quite
unknown to the Government.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The power house has
been showing a profit year by wear, and in
1832 it showed the largest profit in five years,

Hon. J. O, Willeock: After paying interest
commitments.



1776

Mr. KENNEALLY: Yes. Yet the Gov-
ernment are negotiating for its sale. Tf I
know the temper of the people, there will he
such a hullabulloo against its sale that the
Government will not go on with the proposal.
There is more involved in the sale of the
power honse than has heen mentioned. The
Government own the tramway system and
are absolutely dependent upon the current
produced at the power house fo run the
trams. At one time the possibility of selling
the trams, as well as the power house, was
sigeested. Now it is proposed to sell the
source of tramway power, and if the power

- house weve sold, the Government would be
placed in the position of having to purchase
eurrent from a private company, or, alterna-
tivelv, of having to consider any proposal
for the sale of the trams. Tt would pay the
Govermnent to give some attention to what
it hay eost other parts of the Commonwealth
for having lost control of the cleciricity sup-
ply.  Even allowing for the £60,000 profit
that the Perth City Council is making, the
eurrent supplied in Perth is still cheaper
than the current supplicd elsewhere in the
Cemmonwealth. T am not defending the
agreement under which ewrrent is supplied
to the Perth City Couneil. T helteve the
City Council could let the people of the
metropolitan arvea have eurrent at a rate even
lewer than that now being charged.

The Minister for Lands: Surely voun do not
think tliey should take £60,000 from a service
they are rendering and constrnet footpaths
with it. :

My, KENNEALLY : T am not supporting
the City Couneil in their action.

Alr. Heuney: That is the practice with a
lot of them.

Mr. KENNEALLY: T am not considering
the purposes fo which the Perth City Conneil
apply that money. On the statement of the
Minister for Railways, the City Council are
making a profit of £60,000 ont of the elee-
tricity supply, but even so the people of
Perth are getting envrent at a cheaper rate
than are the people in other parts of the
Commonwealth. Ts it thought that the
people negaotiating for the purchase of the
power house are philanthropists, desirons of
making things better for ws? They will want
their rake-off, and it is for us to see that they
do not get it. TE they et it, it will probably
he at the expense of the people. Let us con-
sider what other communities pay who have
not taken the precaution to secure public
ownership of the electricity supply. The
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Sydney Light and Power Supply Corpora-
tion supplies current in 33 suburbs, and in
block to 11 municipalities and shire couneils,
and the rate ranges from 3d. per unit, down
to 1%d. if a certain quantity is wsed. In
Perth the charge under the domestic yate is
3% d. por unit tor the fiest 28 uniis and there-
alfter 1'% d. per unit.

The Minister for Lands: That is only in
the eity, not ontside it.

M. KENNEALLY: If the proposal to
sell the power liouse 1s persisted in, the eost
of current will be increased, not only to
people outside the eity, but to those inside
as well,

The Minister for Lands: I think a ifirm
would he very glad to take the £60,000 and
be content with it.

Mr. KENNEALLY:
milk in the eocoannt.

The Minister for Lands: A very roften
coenanut.

Mr. KENNEALLY : The Minister said a
company wonld be glad te have the £60,000.
Ts 1t proposed to hand the £60,000 to a com-
pany?

The Minister for Lands: No, that was pui
up as an argunient against the ingreased
rate yon are falking of.

Mr. KENNEALLY : If it is proposed not
to let the ratepavers of Perth have the bene-
fit of the £60,000, bur to hand it over fo a
private company, we know where we stand.
1 am not defending the charge that enables
the City Counecil to make a proiit of £60,000.

The Minister for Railwavs: Yon are.

The Minister for Lands: OF course you
are: vom alwavs have done.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The Minisiers ean-
not mention one senfence I have uttered in
support of it.

The Minister for Lands: You have just
supnorted if.

Mr. KENNEALLY : I have thrown out a
challenge to both Ministers,

The Minister for Lands: T will take up
the challenge heesuse you have.

My, KENNEALLY: The Minister speaks
an untrath when he says T have supported
it.

The CHATRMAN: Ordert

Ar. KENNEALLY: If the £60,000 is to
he eharged to the people of Perth, it is in-
finitely hetter for it fo go into the revenue
of the City Counril and save taxation to that
extent in other directions than let it go tn
a private company as tie Minister suggested.

We vow find the
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The Minister for Lands: Do you not think
that any private company wouli be glad
make £60,0007

Mr, KENNEALLY: Tt is not our fun:-
tion to pass the money over,

The Minister for Lands: I am surprised
at your saying the ratepayers should pav
that mueh in excess in order to build roads
and footpaths for the landowners.

AMr. KENNEALLY: The Minister is re-
peating what has bheen deniod nand knows
that his statement is ineorrect

The Minister for Railways: T have not
knawn you to put up mueh of a fight to get
gome of that £60,000 for Consolidated Rev-
enue.

Mr. KENNEALLY: If the Minister hai
put up a better fight and liad had a better
appreciation of relative values when the
agreement was entered into, tle City Coun-
¢il would not he making that profit,

The Minister for Hailways: That is n»
answer to my remark.

Mr. KENNEALLY: Of course not. The
Sydnev Light and Power Corporation sup-
ply eurrent hy agreement to various muni-
cipalities. Balmain is sopplied in per-
petnity,  The agreement with Leichardt
cperates till 1953, T mentior the dates in
arder to show for how long these loeal

- authorities are hound hy their agrecments.
The Petersham agreement also ends in 1953.
Tn the ease of Newtown there is an agree-
ment to supply eurrent until 1967. There
13 nnother agrcement for Ashfield lasting
until 1943. The price for light in connee-
tion with all these municipalities is 4.55d.
per unit,

The Minister for Railwavs: What is the
source of wour information?

Mr. KENXEALLY: T will let the Minis-
ter see the return with the exception of the
price per unit, which I got from Sydney
direct by wire.

The Minister for Lands:
be available too?

Mr. KENNEALLY : T think that was torn
up last night.

The Minister for Railways: You will have
to put the pileces on the Table,

Mr. KENNEALLY : T will answer for the
correctness of the information,

Hon. A. McCallum: Yon ean get a ecopy
of the wire.
~ Mr, KENNEALLY: Yes. These people
are bound for periods estending up to
1967, and are called-upon to pay 4.55d. per

The wire will
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unit for all the lighting they require. Even
after the £60,000, which has been made so
mueh of, is pail to the City Council and goes
back to the ratepayers of Perth, we must
not forgei that in Perth people are get-
ting their lighting For 3l5d. for the first 28
units, and for 114d, afterwards, as against
the figure I have guoted of -1.33d,

The Minister for Railways: T should like
to know where you got that from.

Mr., KENXNEALLY : If the Minister will
ring up the City Council he ean get the
information for himself. This has been in

_operation for some years.

The MMinister for Lands: At the power
rate only.

Mr. KENNEALLY: I am dealing with
light.

The Minister for Lands: There are many
parts of Perth where the pcople are not
geiting their light at that figure. The power
point is 1%d. and the light is 3d.

Ay, KENNEALLY: I back my informa-
tion against that of the Minister for Lands.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: You can get it at
that rate if vou like to have your house
measured up.

The Minister for Railways: What do peo-
ple pay at South PPerth and Subiaco? Do
they have to buy it secondhand from Perth?

Mr. KENNEBALLY: As ehairman of a
road board the Minister onght to be able
to get that information.

The Minister for Railways: They supply
emrent i our district, take the profits, and
spend them in Perth.

Mr. KENNEALLY: In none of these
sges do people pay what the residents of
Adclaide pay with private enterprise, name-
ly, 7d. per unit,

The Minister for Lands: There is no local
coal there.

Mr. KENXNEALLY: It is because I do
not want our people hrought to that posi-
tion. that T am so anxious to see that the
proposal to sell the power house is nof gone
on with. We have heard a lot about turn-
ing the corner. Before we have properly
turned the imaginary ecorner we shall want
increased power. The Jinister may say
we have not the money with which to sup-
ply #. The answer is that the interests of
this State warrant an 25tension of the elee-
tricity supply. We -pust find money for
necessities, The way to overcome the diffi-
culty is not to sell the rights of the people
to control the pioduction of electric eurrent.



1778

The Minister for Railways: You could
not sell the rights of the people.

Mr, KENNEALLY: If that is the Min-
ister’s opinion, lie should tell Mr. Taylor
to go no further,

The Minister for Lands: He is looking for
trolley buses.

Mr. KENNEALLY: The Minister for
Railways was quite frank about Mr. Tay-
lor’s mission, and it is no use other Minis-
ters saying that he went away for some
other purpose. The whole question is in-
volved in the finaneial policy of the Gov-
ernment.
run of unparalleled financ¢ial bungling. Tt
looks as if the manager of the Electricity
Supply has been sent to England to sell
the household furniture in order to
keep the financinl wolf from the door
a little longer. The people will not stand
for that sort of thing and I am suve they
would never agree to the disposal of the
power station, In every place where pri-
vate ownership has controlled electricity
supplies the public have had to pay heavily
for their power and light. In Victoria until
the Electricity State Commission took con-
trol, Melhowrne people were paving very
dearly for their ¢urrent, but sinee that con-
trol operated ecosts have been considerahly
reduced. Although the tendency is to insti-
tute public ownership of these undertakings,
even at considerable additional expense, we
now have the proposal to sell onr State
power station, I hope the Minister will see
the mecessity for preserving the public own-
ership of our electricity supply. If that is
not so, we will have a further opportonity
to deal with this matter before any definite
action is taken to dispose of the people’s
rights, With vegard to the various branches
covered by the Vote, T hope the Mimister
will exercise what influence he has with the
‘Commissioner, regarding the howrs of
labour. I would suggest that at a time
when the tramways nre showing an improved
turnover of £18,M00, it is Inoppertune for
the Commissioner of Railways to make ap-
plication for the working hours of the em-
plovees, who lahoured assiduously to achieve
that end, to be increased. It would he a
poor recognition ol the services of those
who have helpea to make a soeeess of the
operations. I hope nothing of that sort
will be done in the near future.

Trey have had nearly three vears

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. ANGELO (Gascoyne) [10.52]: T
wish to ask the Minister one question. Ioes
e think it still necessary to have three book-
ing offices at the Perth railway station? I
refer not only to the one nt the eentral en-
trance, hut to those at William-street and
Beaufort-street. 1 do not think there is
any other central railway station in a eapital
city of Australia where suell conveniences
are provided, and Perth is the smallest of
Lthose eities.

The Ministar for Railways: There are
severnl booking offices at the Flinders-street
station.

Mr. ANGELO: What does this provision
entail? TIn addition to a booking elerk, there
iz the gatekeeper. There are probably three
shifts, or at any rate two. In these hard
times, ean we afford that expenditure?

Mr, Kenneally: You want to bring the
people in at one entrance!

Mr. ANGELO: Tt is all very well for
the Government to provide people with
facilities, but the extra walk of 160 yards
or so would not make much demand wpon
the public. I do not know whether it is
considered necessary to have the additional
hooking offices, but I wonld like the Minister
to go into the matter.

Mr., Kenneally: You wish to drive the
people to the buses.

Mr. ANGELO: There are no buses oper-
ating in that part of the city. 1 suppose
the facilities T refer to involve an expendi-
ture of between £3,000 and £4,000 a year,
and I think we should .do without them. I
nmay be wrong. but T would like the Minis-
ter to make inquiries.

The Minister for Railways: I will make
2 note of it

MR. PATRICK (Creenough) [1054]: 1
intend to speak. hriefly on the vote. Rail-
way finance iz of paramount importance
heeause of the effect it has on our national
finances. In past vears the railway defieifs
have been largely the deficits of the varvious
States. In Western Australia our problems
are far lighter than are those in the other
States, principally because of the low eapi-
tal cost of our lines. With 1,570 miles of
railway in excess of those constructed in
South Australia, our capital expenditure has
been £4,500,000 less. T refer to the State
railwayvs alone. All over the world railways
have been adversely affeeted by the growth
of motor transport, and even in Australia,
with the artificial priees charged for petrol,
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that eompetition has proved detrimental.
Petrol that is landed in Australia at 8d. a
gallon has to pay a duty of 7d. a gallon, so
that it will be agreed the price charged is
lavgely artificial. During last year, compe-
tition from motor transport fell off to a
great extent. Last vear the impartation of
notor spirit to  Australia represented a
value of under £3,000,000 as compared with
£7,000,000 during the previous vear. Even
more striking was the falling-off in the im-
portation of motor vehicless. ~When the
bhoom period was at its peak, we imported
£14,000,000 worth of wmotor vehicles, and
last year it had fallen to £1,000,000 worth,
The latest statisties to the end of June last
show that imports had fallen off to under
£500,000.  The Minister for Railways re-
ferred the other night to the possibility of
the diseovery of oil in Western Australia
and if that should oceur, motor eompetition
will be intensified. In South Australia at
present a large percentage of the passenger
traffic is hauled by motor power. They have
eliminated the expensive process of drag-
ging a heavy locomotive, and motor traction
is used to haunl the ears to country distriets
a5 well ds throughout the suburban system.
One of the reasons for the railway deficit
here is that we are running too many non-
paving lines. In South Anstralia there
is a Transport Committee, whose business
it i3 to inquire into the cost of rvail-
way lines, and at present they are investi-
gating the position of eight lines with
a view to dispensing with them aftogether.
If they can show that the services can br
run more efficiently by means of motor
transport, they have power to recommend
the closing of those lines. Something of
that sert is required in Western Australia,
and in view of the great improvement that
has taken place in the last few vears, some
of the lines already nauthorised in  this
State should he brought under review. That
applies cspecially to some of the lines in
the South-Wezt. 1 have been told that in
that portion of the State some of the lines
built are eonveying practically nothing at
all, and the traflic available, which eonsists
of a few crcam cans, is conveyed by motor
transport alongside the railway. That con-
tention would appear to be confirmed hy a
letter that appeared in the “*West Aus-
tralian®’ over the name of Mr. Thomas
Kenafick. General Secrctary of the Rail-
way Officers” TUnion, who, I presume,
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about.
railways,

should know what le is talking
After referring to non-paving
Ay, Kenatick said—

Amongst these proposed is the Boyup
Brook-Cranbrook line. The present Donny-
brook-Boyup Brook-Katanning line is a white
elephant. This one will he worse.

1f that statement is correct, then the pro-
posed railway should be inquired into be-
fore it is proceeded with. T believe there
15 neeessity for the provision of a TParlia-
mentary public works commitice to inquire
into such matters, quite apart from the re-
poris that may be furnished by the Rail-
way Advisory Board, judging by what has
happened in the past. There is also neces-
sity to provide railways in the northern
parts of the State.

The Minister for Railways: Pull up iw
the south and put down in the north.

Mr. PATRICK: In the past, the south
has heen criss-crossed by railways, and the
north has heen neglected. As to the Minis-
ter’s interjection, the people in the north-
ern parts would be only too pleased if the
Railway Advisory Board were to inquive
into any proposed raliway lines in their
part of the Btate before they were com-
menced. T am confident it would be found
that the construction of the lines was
amply justified. The Covernment have al-
ready expended a large sum of money on
the Geraldton harbour and if that expen-
diture is to be justified then the eountry
served by the harbour must also be served
by new railways. I refer to the country
north and enast of Yuna, and at Mendels
and Wungundy. Tn addition, we should
permit the Midland Railway Company to
build the necessary spur lines fo open up
their lands. I would like to ask the Min-
ister whether he intends to make any im-
provement in the obsolete stoek  trucks
whieh are at present doing duty in this
country., After secing the stock trueks in
the Eastern States, I think the truecks we
are using here are a disgraee.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [11.2]: In
going through the report of the Commis-
sioner, we find, when we come to-that por-
tion dealing with electricity supply, that
there are some serious statemenis. The re-
port states—

The steaming capocity of the boiler house
should be increased by the addition of two
larger hoilers, economisers, buildings ete., for
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the winter of 192¢ and by an additional
generating set for the winter of 1933, As it
takes from two to two and a half vears for
completion, the issuing of  specifications
ghould not he delayed bheyond Christmas of
this year, and I would be glad to have your
instructions to preparz same.

If things are as bad as that, I think we
should get on with the job and see that
something is done. It will be a very ser-
lous matter to the State if anvthing should
happen to cause a breakdown of that plant.
From varions statements that have been
made, I understand the work wounld have
heen proceeded with had it not been for the
inability to provide finanee. Now, the Gow-
ernment during the past few weeks brought
down a Bill in this House to provide for
further borrowing powers. If it could be
done in the one case, why could it not be
done in the other?  Surely the Minister
would find it easy to provide finance by sim-
ply forming a board, giving it borrowing
powers and the right to pledge the eredit of
the State.

MR. NULSEN (Kanowna) [115]: T
notice that in the Commissioner’s report he
condemns the jetty at Esperance. That is
a verv serious matter so far as the settlers
in that distriet are concerned. I would ask
the Minister what he intends to do to make
this jetty reasonably secure. The report
states :—-

The Esperance jetty was maintained suffi-
ciently well to meet shipping requirements,
A nomber of condemned piles were replaced
and piers were strengthened. It cannot be
denied that the whole structure is too weak

for the class of shipping it is ealled upon to
serve.

If something is not done very soon I do not
know what will happen to the produeers in
the district. The erop in our district this year
will exceed that of amy previous year since
the inception of wheat growing in the
mallee district. Abont a fortnight ago I
went down to the jetty and noticed a num-
her of new piles ready to he put in. The
putting in of those new piles, however, will
be really more or less a waste of money.
They may possibly tide us over for this
season, but nevertheless there is a big possi-
bility of the jeity collapsing at any moment.
[ would like the Minister, if possible, to
look at it himself and so ascertain how
serious the position is. I hope the Minister

[ASSEMBLY.]

in his reply will state definitely what ths
Government’s intention is in the matter.

MR. HEGNEY (}Middle Swan) [11.8]:
There are one or two matters I desire to
bring under the notice of the Minister. One
is in conneetion with the extension of the
Beanfort-street tramline beyond its present
ferminus. There i3 no question about the
recessity for that extension. I saw the
Minister some months ago about it and I
iinew he is sympathetic towards it. There
are people living a mile to a mile and a
quarter beyond the head of the Beaufort-
street fram terminus who have no other
means of fransport, Ther2 is no bus or taxi
service running competition with the tram-
line and consequentiy the extension sbhould
be proceeded with. Furthermore as one who
uses the fram regularly, I think the dupli-
eation of the line is long overdme, It is
necessary in order to speed up the service,
s¢ that the travelling time to the cify may
be accelerated. The only argument against
the evrension is that no additional revenune
will be ebtained trom it hy the Railway De-
partment. The fact is that the people liv-
ing heyond the terminus have te -use this
rerviee, and iIf the line iz extended for a
further mile it will give ample transport
facilities to those people. If the Govern-
iment are nut prepared to proceed with the
extension, then I think they should not
adopt a dog-in-the-manger attitude and not
nllow other transport to compete. About
four years ago a taxi scrvice was operaling
along the route. Tt was of considerable con-
venience to the people living in the aubly-
ing portions. However, when the extension
was made to Mavlands that taxi serviee was
ent out and- righily so. I think that becanse
of the fact that the Beaufort-street line is
one of the hest paying lines in the Stlate,
and also because of the fact that there is no
bus competition, the department should give
urgent consideration to the extension of the
line. Another fzeilibty which I think wonld
help the wailwavs would be to put in an
unattended =ziding between Bayswater and
Mavlands, Frequently trains stop at what
iz known as the Hotham-street bridge, and
if we could have put in there a siding where
traing could stop to pick up or set down
passengers, it would be of great service to
many people in that loerlity, who at pre-
sent have to walk a long way to the neavest
station. That proposal might well be con-
sidered by the department. The people out
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there have been thinking about submitting
i petition to the Minister so as to bring
the matter under his notice wilh a view to
his discus=ing it with the Commissioner. ]
see on the Estimates an ilem of £3,200 for
a temporary hridge over the Swan River at
it Perth.  Can that be for the mainten-
ance of the old bridge? Recently 1 was at
a conference where the Minister was trving
to give that bridge away to the City Coun-
eil. [ should like to know whether this item
on the Estimates is for the maintenance of
that bhrdge.

The Minister for Railwavs: Ne, it is for
Lhe new bridge, which is still called a tem-
porary hridge.

Mr. HEGNEY: I am glad to be able to
gay that recently nany men who were re-
trenched from the railway workshops at
Midland Junection some 18 wonths or two
years ago have again found employment in
the railways. I do sincereiy hope that the
department will expand and that it will be
able to re-enguge still more of the men that
were vetrenched. The question of transport
is continually inereasing in importance and
as time goes on it will be found necessary
to nationalise the whole of our transport
system. In Sydunev, of course, the molor
buses run parallei with the frams and has-
ten from one stop to the next with a view
to picking up the traffic before the tram
gels tiiere.  Fortunately we have nothing
like that lere, but nevertheless this rquestion
of transport is bheeoming more and more
important. T hope the Minister will give
consideration to the two poimis I have men-
tioned.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Secaddan—XMaylands—in reply)
[11.13]: Whilst appreeiating the friendly
nature of the criticism of these Estimates, T
cannnt help feeling there has been misunder-
standing on one or two points. The member
for Geraldton referrved to the retrenchment
from the service of young men who had
reached 21 vears of age. But he omitted to
inforn the Commiitee that at the beginning
of the retrenchment in the railways, due t»
the deprezsion, the Commissioner agreed to
retain the serviees of those voang men if they
were filling junior pousitions in the service.
That wa= satisfactory to o point but it eould
not po on indefinitely and finally the Com-
missioner decided that as it would nnt he
practicable to make exceptions, he vould not
proceedt any further: wlere t'.e voung men
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were filling junior. positions and there were
no senior positionus available they would huve
to retire. The Commissioner did not take
any pleasure in retrenching these men, Bat
it has wvot applied to the railway system
alone. It has applind to all Forms of husiness
arel industry, and men who have given a
lifetime of stuldy to iheir professions or
avocations have suddenly found themselves
stranded with no work at all available. [
kuow many yvoung fellows who were passing
through zecondary schools with the intention
of following on through the University in
order to join some of the higher professions,
but were suddenly left stranded. 1 know of
one young fellow in those eircunstances who
has had to vesort to selling chocolates in a
theatre. So it does not apply to the railways
alone but to all the avoentions, and perhaps
the people most heavily hit by the depression
are yvoung [ellews up to 25 vears of agr,

Hon. J. C. Willeock: Yes, it has been
tragic for them.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
hus been and 1 regret it as much as anybody.
But the Comumissioner conld not keep those
voung fellows in the servive. He saw me
about it and [ teok no exeeption to his re-
toining theny but 1 said T dién’t want him
to introduce anything that conld he regarded
as a breach of the conditions applying to the
union, that if thexr were agreeable to eon-
linuing those voune fellows 21 years of age
1 junior positions I would have no objec-
tion.  The Commissioner did se but o eertain
amount of feeling beeame evident. For in-
stance, it was stated that if he would but re-
move those who were approaching 65 vears
of age it would make rcom for the young
fellows. We found anomalies eropping up,
and so the Commissioner decided to lay down
the definite rule that if there were no senior
positions available for those advancing from
junior positions they would have to retire.
The member for Beverley made veference to
some of the fares on the railways, and snid
thi= was a malter we ought to review. But
we cannot introduce reductions at a time
when trallic is falling off and the earning
rapacity of the svstem falling with it, fo- we
cannot shunt our capital cost.  The hon.
mrmber referred to railways that ought to he
taken up, while suggesting others that should
be built.  But if we take up a more or less
disused railway we do not lift the capifai
harden, for we have to maintain interest and
sinking fund on ke oni'ay. So we have to
be very careful how we reduce farez and
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freights on the railwavs whon revenue is
alveady falling off. The hon. member spoke
of cheaper fares for the farming community.
T do not suppose he wonld suggest that the
farming community ean he travelling every
day in the week or in the year.

Mr., J. I. Mann: No.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Tam
glad to hear that. The hon. member ought
to know that there is a regulation under
which at any time of the year a settler with
his wife and family can travel at excursion
rates to any of the ports.

Mr. J. I. Mann: That is news fo me.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
When they have not previovsly travelled
over the system during the year, they mav
make application to the station-master and
ohtain a cheap summer excursion vate at
any time of the year.

Flon. 8. W. Munsic: The only section of
the community that ean do that.

The MINTSTER FOR RAIILAWVAYS: The
hon. member is wrong. Any man working
on the Kalgoorlic mines who obtains a cer-
tifiente from the mine manacer that he is

due for annual holidavs may apply to the

station-manager and obtain a ¢heap summer
excursion ficket to Perth or Albany or, [
helieve, Esperance at anv time of the vear.
Tt has paid vs handsomely to do that.

Mr. J. T. Mann: The average countrv
member i not aware of that and neither
are the public.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
They are aware of it.

Hon, J. C. Willeock: Many concession
tickets are applied for, =0 they must know
of it.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: 1
do not think we ean anticipate that the
farmers. under existing conditions, will he
able to travel much more fre:y than they
do to-day. Fven if we gave them frec
passes, they could not afford {o live away
from their holdings. They conld not afford
to stay at boardine-houses or hotels in Perth.
and so there eounld he no additional travei-
ling. TIf thev desire to get away onee n
vear, there is an opportunity to get a cheap
summer exenr<ion tieket, Y sappose those
prople who use trucks to earry high-elass
freichts would take advantag: of the eon-
cession.

Alr. Corhay: What about extending that
concession to the QGoldfields Water Supplv
employees. They are the only ores left out.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The MINISTER FOR RATTAVAYS: Tha
lien, member can put that ap at another
time. The question of the heoking offices
at Wellington-street and Beanlort-street was
introduced. T do not think it is desirable ts
close those eonvenienees to the public. The
tronble is that one member su.we-ts that wu
might save money by cutting oul a eonveni-
ence and another savs we aire losing traffie
beeanse we do not provide the faeilities.
What i= the Commissioner to «n?

Mr. T. T. Mann: Ours is line a voice in
the wilderness. Yon have a poliev and it
does not matter what we sav.

The MINTSTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is not so. The Commissioner is located
rieht alongside those two booking nilices and
is in o position to judge whelher thev are
essential facilities or whether they ave in-
curring unnecessary expensa annil should he
cat ont. T do not think we ean deprive tha
public of ten many factlities and expect eon-
tinned patronage from them.

Mr, Corboy: You have made a mistake in
closing at night the hooking office on the
horseshoe bridge,

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Y
never go that way at night. One member
referred to stock trueks. Tt has been ad-
mitted for a long time that our stock trueks
are not what thev should he, The Commis- -
sioner has asked for funds {0 enable the
stock trueks ta lie converted into an im-
proved tvpe. T had an oppurtunity to see
one that was altered a few vears ago—the
only one in our svstem. T think. Tt was
takine sheep into the Midland vards and it
Provided a fine example of the advantage to
the producer of sheep arviving in a cleam
as compared with a  dirty eondition. T
instances 1k

am advised that in  some
means  a  difference of fis. per head
in priee. That is a big diffcrenre.  For

transporting sheep or lambhs o market, the
improved faecilities ave essenlinl. The only
question is one of funds.

Mr. Patrick: The trncks nre slow for
Inading. too.

The MINTSTER FOR RATLAWAYS: The
auestion we are concerred ab ot is keeping
them veasonably elean =a ot producers
will get the hest price for their stock.
The (Commiszioner has directed  attention
to the Esperanee jettv., aml there again
it is a euestion of funde.  To tramway
extensions, the same remark  appliex.
Regarding the extension mentioned by the
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member for Middle Swan, so far we have
been successful in keeping out competition
of any kind againsi the tramway system
in that distriet. If we do that, we cannot
refuse to provide facilities.

Mr. Hegney: Are not rails available?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It is
not a question of rails alone. It is a serious
matter to replace any rails used. We have
only a limited quantity which may be re-
quired for replacements, and we have not
money to send out of the State for the
purchase of material. I do not intend to
make any extended reference to the larger
question intreduced by the member for
East Perth except to tell him that the Pre-
mier has nlready said, and I recpeat the
statement on his behalf, that whatever
negotiations may take place or whatever
may happen, the Gevernment will be no
party to finalising any agreement for the
sale of the power hguse except on the de-
finite understanding heing included in anv
agreement that it will be subject to the
approval of Parliament. Members can rest
assured that unless Parliament agrvees to
any terms and conditions that may Dbe
finalised—if they ever are finalised-—the
matter will not he proceeded with. That
will he the time to discuss terms and con-
ditions. I think it was Abraham Lineoln
who, when trying to instil into the minds
of the American community the desira-
hility of helping their own industries, used
these words—

If you purchase from overseas £100 worth
of goods, it is true you have the goodsy but
ihey have the £100. If you purchase £100

worth of goods in Ameriea, you still have the
goods and xou still have the £100.

Subjeet to our being able to get such terms
and conditions included in an agreement,
we would have our power station herc as
we have it to-day, but instead of Dbeing
short of £1,500,000, we would have the
power house plus the money. That aspect
might be worth considering. For a numher
of years T was as keen as is the hon. mem-
ber on what is known as public ownership,
but I am thoroughly eonvineced that if a
careful survey were made of the whole
question of Government ownership of
utilities, not only in this State but in other
parts of the world, the passibility of going
too far along that road would be realised.
T believe it is better to adopt the attitude
of not wishing to own, but of insisting on

[68]
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control. Il we can get proper controi, there
is not much in the matter of actual owner-
ship. As to the power house, do the peo-
ple really own it even today? Do they ac-
tually control the power house to-day?
Do thev concern themselves with the eontrol
or ownership of ihe power station? All
they really are concerned about is the
amount of the account they get. That is
where their chief interest lies. Without any
knowledee of what may be the final out-
come of the negotiations, T venture to say
1t is possible under the conditions existing in
England where they have similar companics
renernting eleetricity, to provide hy Act of
Parliament and by-laws for sueh condifions
that the Government would be in an infin-
tiely better position than if they actually
controlled and owned the power station,
especially in view of the continuous de-
mands for the expenditure of further capi-
tal. 1t is to the shame of those who have
controlled our power station in the past—
and I include myself—that, with the oppor-
tunity we bad for the production of cheap
electricity in PPerth, we have been the slow-
est to move in the way of providing facilities
to the public that ought to be provided
any community within the British Empire
owning its own power station. We may be
said not to have lifted a finger in this divec-
tion. If we go into Murray-street and pass
through the show rooms there, on one side
we can see gas appliances of all kinds avail-
able to the public for purchase from the
Perth City Couneil under hire purchase
agreement. On the other side we find elec-
trical appliances of every known type that
are supplied by private firns.
Hon. J. C. Willcoek: At a high pnce.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: In
Great Britain there are methods by which
without any outlay all that is required in
the home in the way of electric appliances
15 provided. That is done by adding a cer-
tain amount per unit to the charge, sufficient
to meet the interest and sinking fund on
the capital outlay and cost of maintenanee.
We have not moved along ihe lines of the
domestic use of electricity. We import New-
castle coal, and complain about the idle

mines in Collie. We spend £40,000 or
£50,000 of the ratepayers’ money in
the purchase of Neweastle c¢oal in
preference to spending half of one

year's profit made hy the Perth City Coun-
c¢il in the establishment of a fund that would
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provide all the appliances required and re-
coup itself ont of profits. In this way we
could replace with electric appliances all
those that are now used for gns. We are
stunfed in our growth. Are we going to
say it is not possible to deal with some
would-he purchaser of the power station?
We have a demand on every hand in the
metropolitan area for power and light, and
for additienal facilities outside the metropo-
litan area, Those facilities are necessary for
the development of our industries. We say
we cannot find the money, and vet we have
a million and a quarter tied up in a power
station which cannot he ren aved. We conld
find the eapital of a million and a quarter
throngh somehody else, and still retain all
our facilities. T know of British companies
that are eontrolling some of the rnest elec-
tricity systems in the world. {f they could
not do as well as we are doing, 1 would
be very sorry for the British JIsles. It is
all a question of whether the terms and con-
ditions can be sueh that tho.e who are go-
ing to use the eleciricity will get adequate
protection, and will not be squeezed for the
benefit of a few shareholders. There is a
lot to be said in favour of disposing of the
power station. There are not too many
monuments to me, but tbis is one of them,
and [ um eertainly not anxious to dispose
of it; hut I am anxious to do justice to the
community which has to earry the burden.
Only a small nomber of people are getting
the henefit of the power station as it is,
whereas a large nmmber of people are at
a disadvantage because of the capital that
is Jocked up in this concern. We must hear
that in mind, hefore we rashly come to a
decision on a question which is not before
us.  People are eontinually diseussing the
matter as though -ve were on the point of
sitning away this asset, or had come to a
final say in the matter. XNothing whatever
will be done by the Government exeept with
the definite approval of Parliament. That
ought to be the final answer to any discus-
sion on the question. T appreciate the
many things that have been said by mem-
bers in  support of the work of the
staff of the Railways, Tramways and the
Eleetricity  Supplv. We  have  heen
passing through a very difficult time, but
every person eonnceted with those depart-
ments has risen nobly to the cecasxion. Our
conntry station-masters arve specially to be
commenided Tor the manner in which they

[COUNCIL.)

have gone out after business on behalf of
the system. That is worth a great deal to
the community, and all the officers and em-
plovees ave entitled to our best appreciation
for their efforts. This applies to most of
ocur Government departments. The officers
have risen to the oveasion, greatly to their
credit and to the henefit of the State.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.37 p.m,
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The PRESIDENT took the Chiar at 4.30
peit, and read prayers.

BULE HANDLING RILL, SELECT
COMMITTEE.

Extension of Time.

On mwion by Hon. V, Hamersley, the
time for hringing up the selert committee’s
repor! was extended for a week.

RETURN—MAIN ROADS AND MOTOR

LICENSES.
HON, A. THOMSON (Sonth-Fast}
[4.16: 1 move—

That a return be laid on the Table show-
ing:——1, What has been the total expenditure
to “date on our main roads? 2 What propor-
tion of same has been provided from State
funds? 3, What is the estimated eontribution



